Gaining the Mind of Christ

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17, NIV)

Sitting down to read the Bible, I've asked myself: What am I looking for? What good do I want this to do me?

I've found that when Bible reading is most helpful, it is because it brings me the mind of Christ. It doesn't always bring specific direction on a certain question. And I don't suddenly know all Christ knows or totally think like Him. But in some partial way, I begin to get His view of my life, of my problems, of other people, and of God himself.

Sometimes I get a new picture of His love and faithfulness. Sometimes, His comfort. Sometimes, a challenge or a new heart focus.

That's why I'm drawn to the Bible--not driven to it, but drawn to it. When I neglect looking to God, I can tell the difference in myself. Before long my perspective slips; I forget, and my attitudes get off center.

Then I remember how God has helped me through His Word. And as He helps me again, my hunger for that help gets stronger and stronger. Gaining some measure of Christ's viewpoint is so uplifting, both in mind and in heart.

And that's the most exciting part. His Spirit doesn't just give us information. He actually molds the way we think and feel and look at things, from the inside. His wisdom is more than what we know. It is living wisdom. It is who we are. And like all His best blessings, that living wisdom is available if we just pray to Him and ask for it.

If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 

(James 1:5, NIV)

God, as I read, I seek You. Today, this morning, give me the light I need by the light of Your face. Give me Your mind, Lord Jesus.

Hymn: The Mind of Christ
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