Reflecting Back

What is it like to follow God?

When we respond to His call and follow Him, we are saying “Yes!” to His invitation of
love. We are fully embracing a love that never quits, that gladly sacrifices itself
completely for those it holds dear.

If you’ve loved a spouse or raised children, you’ve had a taste of what love requires. But
look at the life of Jesus, or the Apostle Paul, and you’ll get a fuller idea of what it means
to follow God and live His all-giving love.

I's demanding. Often draining. Sometimes frustrating...and overwhelming.
It lays bare your every weakness, every vulnerability, every failure.

It is a tornado that catches you up and spins you helplessly around. It seems to threaten
all you hold dear.

It's heart-wrenching. At times it dangles you over the brink of despair.

But following God unites you with Him. And in that union, your life becomes infinitely
more than it ever could have been. Now you walk as a full-fledged citizen in realms
higher and holier than you know you deserve.

When you look back over the years, you see part of what God has accomplished
through your stumbling obedience. It’s stunning, and humbling. His grace, operating
through your imperfect faith, has made you fellow workers with a God who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20, NIV).

Brothers and sisters, when Almighty God comes to you making lavish demands and
lavish promises, follow Him, even at the risk of utter failure. Your failure might become
the most important thing you have ever done.
To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever
and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:21, NASB)

Hymn: You Are Good
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