
From Every Nation 
 

[Jesus said:] “People will come from east and west and north and south, and will 
take their places…in the kingdom of God. (Luke 13:29, NIV) 

 
We were at the Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth, which commemorates the 
place where the angel announced to Mary that Messiah would be born of her. 
 
I was struck by the many languages, nationalities, and religious traditions that filled the 
church. They were like children on their first day in heaven, rushing from place to place, 
bubbling with excitement. Most had traveled long distances at great expense to be 
there. 
 
What a vivid reminder that people come to faith in Christ through many avenues. Those 
avenues are as varied as the cultures and personalities of all the people of all the ages.  
 
With each of us, our understanding of God is so partial and so marred by ignorance. But 
God’s goodness comes in many flavors, and His incarnation has so many beautiful 
faces. 
 

Father,  
You don’t rank individuals by  

importance or  
respectability, and  
neither should we.  

Each one is Your dearly-loved child, and  
we should treat each one as such. 
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