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(Topics, Lead-in, and Lead-in Devotional Reading below)
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TUNE: In Christ There Is No East or West (ST. PETER)



TOPICS:     Assurance & Comfort; Faith; God’s Love; Joy; Lament; Patient Endurance

LEAD-IN:   When the Lord brought back the captive ones from Zion, 
                    We were like those who dream.
                    Then our mouth was filled with laughter 
                    And our tongue with joyful shouting;
                    Then they said among the nations,
                    “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
                    The Lod has done great things for us;
                    We are glad.
                    Restore our captivity, O Lord,
                    As the streams in the South.
                    Those who sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting.
                    He who goes to and fro weeping, carrying his bag of seed, 
                    Shall indeed come again with a shout of joy,
                            bringing his sheaves with him.
                    (Psalm 126, NASB)

LEAD-IN DEVOTIONAL READING:

                                            Reflection on Psalm 126
Remember!
When difficulties come,
            remember what He has done for you. 
For as you do, you are remembering
            who He is.

He is unchanging perfection. 
He is still the same as when He
            pursued you in your lostness,
            drew you from your darkness to Himself,
            forgave you, and
            began remaking you to be just like His glorious Son, Jesus.
He is still that magnificent Savior.
He is still that same Deliverer who graciously provided for you in
            that financial need, 
            that illness,
            that relationship.
The very same.

Trust Him.
He may answer suddenly,
            in a flash flood of power and love. 
He may answer slowly, gradually,
            in a long and gentle rain. 
Or like a farmer,
you may have to wait for the harvest, 
            patiently working,
            patiently waiting.

But know that He will deliver you 
            beautifully,
            completely, in
            His perfect way and 
            His perfect time.
That’s what He does. 
That’s who He is.
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