(Topics, Lead-in, and Lead-in Devotional Reading below)

See His Kingdom Come in Power

Matthew 16:28; 17:1-13; 21:1-13; 28:1-

Luke 9:27-36; 19:28-48; 24:1-12; Jo

8; Mark 9:1-13; 11:1-18; 16:1-8;
hn 2:13-17; 12:12-19; 20:1-10
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1.See His King - dom come in pow - er, Christ in glo - ry on dis - play,
2.See Him ride, the Son of Dav - id, Watch Him bask in  joy-ful praise.
3.See His King - dom come in pow - er! See it grow-ing all a - round!
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On the moun-tain now trans - fig - ured, But the glow soon fades a - way.
Soon the an - ger, soon the sor - row, Soon the si - lence of the grave.
Lives are sing - ing loud ho - san - nas, Joy is danc - ing to the sound!
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See His burn-ing in - dig - na - tion Sweep His ho - ly house of prayer.

Go with Mar - y! Share her won - der! He is ris - en as He said!

Christ our  King is ev - er with us, And He al - ways goes be - fore,
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Hear the bleat - ing of the greed - y Soon re - turn to soil the air.
But His chil - dren, bound in suf - ’ring, One by one will join the dead.
All His life a liv - ing prom - ise, Hope se - cure and  so much more!
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WORDS: Ken Bible BEACH SPRING
MUSIC: Traditional American Melody; arr. by Ken Bible 8.7.8.7.D.

Alt. Tune: NETTLETON

Copyright © 2006, 2014 by LNWhymns.com (ASCAP). All rights reserved.
Administered by Music Services.

CCLI Song #7026788. For CCLI information call 1-800-234-2446.



TOPICS: Lent-Easter; Kingdom of God; Christ the King, Reign of Christ; Eternal Life;
Life of Christ; Palm Sunday; Resurrection; Transfiguration

LEAD-IN: “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they
see that the kingdom of God has come with power” (Mark 9:1, NIV)

LEAD-IN DEVOTIONAL READING:

God’s Kingdom Comes

As I study the gospels, I repeatedly encounter events that appear small from a human
perspective but loom large from God’s perspective.

The Transfiguration
(Matthew 16:28 — 17:9)

Jesus referred to the Transfiguration as “the Son of Man coming in His kingdom”

(Matthew 16:28, NASB) and “the kingdom of God...come with power” (Mark 9:1, NASB).
That’s quite a build-up. And to be sure, the transfiguration provided a spectacular glimpse
of the true glory of Christ, in the face of His coming humiliation and suffering. But only
three disciples experienced it, and apparently only for a few fleeting moments. How is that
the powerful coming of Jesus in His Kingdom?

John the Baptist and Elijah
(Matthew 17:10-13)

The appearance of Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration caused the disciples to ask about
Elijah. Prophecy had promised that he would return and prepare the people for the “great
and terrible day of the Lord” (Malachi 4:5, NASB; read vv.5-6). Jesus said that Elijah
would “restore all things” (Matthew 17:11, NASB) and that John the Baptist was this
returned Elijah. But John the Baptist’s ministry was relatively short, and his acceptance
was limited. Herod silenced him, bringing his life to a premature and brutal end. To say
that John restored all things seems a wild overstatement.

The Triumphal Entry
(Matthew 21:1-11)

Throughout His ministry, Jesus had consistently discouraged any open proclamation of His
being Messiah. But then He arranged His own parade, encouraging Jerusalem to welcome
Him as their Messiah. When the Jewish leaders protested, Jesus emphasized the absolute
necessity and inevitability of such praise, saying that if His followers were silent, the very
stones would cry out. But on a human level, all this seems a false promise. In this very city,
within the week the civil and religious leaders would arrest, humiliate, execute, and bury
this Messiah as a pretender and a criminal.

Cleansing the Temple
(Matthew 21:12-13)

After triumphantly entering Jerusalem as a conqueror, Jesus went to the temple and cleared
it of commercial interests. He did this in fulfillment of Malachi 3:1-3, which foretold that
the Lord would come suddenly to His temple and purify it completely. Jesus also connected
His actions to Isaiah 56:3-8, where God promised to make His house a house of prayer for
all nations, a place where outsiders would be welcomed and blessed. Yet it is unlikely that
Jesus’ cleansing of the temple had any lasting effect. It doesn’t seem to measure up to the
dramatic promises of Malachi and Isaiah.



The Resurrection
(Matthew 28:1-8)

We Christians make much of the resurrection of Jesus. But apparently the risen Christ
appeared only to His followers, not to anyone else. Forty days later He was gone.
Meanwhile, this whole world suffers on in the iron grip of death. Every one of us
continues to die.

So why did Jesus and why does Scripture make so much of these events? To human eyes,
they seem so partial and passing.

But indeed, the changes begun by each of these events are dramatic, deep, and very real:

* The Kingdom of God—the presence and rulership of God—has come to us in Jesus.

It has come in power and glory. By faith we see and interact daily with the glorified
Christ.

* The repentance and forgiveness preached by John are even now restoring right
relationships between God and us and among His people. We are living in the peace
of these restored relationships.

* With exuberant praise, we His disciples welcome Jesus as our Messiah, our conquering
hero who is delivering us from all oppression.

* Jesus Christ is Himself the holy temple of God among us. He is purifying us to make
us part of that holy temple.

* Even now we are breathing the undying, unbounded life of Christ, and we will breathe
it forever.

The Kingdom of God has come to us in Jesus Christ! It is growing in and among us
through His Spirit. And in Him, it will soon come in all its power and glory.

Jesus’ life is a promise of all that soon will be for each and all of His people.
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