(Topics and Lead-in Below)

Our Father in Heaven

Isaiah 64:8; Matthew 6:8-13
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dust of the earth; You, the Al-might-y, ma - jes - tic and sov-’reign.
give ev - 'ry day. You are for-give-ness and pa-tience and mer - cy.
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Earth and the heav-ens all bow to Your Word.
You are the Pot-ter, and we are the clay.
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We  run, Lord, to You, This mo - ment to You. We
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bow, Lord, and lift up our hands to You, Fa - ther, Our Fa - ther in
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wis - dom and light, Sea of all good - ness and jus - tice and right,
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Riv-er of joy and the rich-es of life, Our Fa - ther, our God!
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TOPICS: God Our Father; Praise & Worship; Prayer

LEAD-IN: “This...is how you should pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10, NIV)



LEAD-IN DEVOTIONAL READING:

A Better Life Is Waiting

We all have hopes that drive us, things we look forward to. Some are long-term: a better house, a
better job, a better life for us and for our families. Some are short-term and daily: more time off,
less demands on our energies, more leisure.

But as time goes by, God keeps reminding me of one key fact. Through good times and bad
times, successes and failures, no matter what happens or doesn't happen, only one thing will
make life happier. Only one thing will make it more meaningful, more peaceful, and more
satisfying--all I want it to be. That one thing is not a job, a house, money, or more time off. Our
only lasting happiness will always be this: enjoying God's presence right now, in the present
moment. In this life and through all eternity, our only true joy will be knowing Him.

Because of this, each of us has a better life awaiting us. It doesn't matter where you are in your
journey--whether you're seeking God or you're a new Christian or a mature believer. You have a
better life awaiting you through a closer, more constant relationship with Jesus Christ.

I'm learning that such a closer, more constant relationship comes primarily through prayer. It
comes through spending more of life turned toward God. Just as with marriage, communication
is key to enjoying a closer relationship.

Perhaps nothing generates more fear, guilt, and uneasiness among people than the subject of
prayer. We know we should pray more, but we're not sure how. It seems so fuzzy, scary, and
difficult.

But let me assure you: we were made for God. Talking to Him is simple and natural. Your
educational level, your culture, your financial status, your personality--none of that matters. We
were all made for God. You can talk to Him and have a close, personal, satisfying relationship
with Him.

You have no reason to be afraid. God, your Father, only gives good gifts. All He ever asks of us
is to trust Him one step at a time. And that first step is to turn to Him now.
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