(Topics and Lead-in Below)

The Word of God Is Jesus Christ

John 1:1-18
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1. The Word of God is Je - sus Christ, God’s love for - ev - er speak-ing,
2. The Word of God is flesh and blood. God’s heart has ful - ly spok - en.
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The love that willed the worlds to be, A love for - ev - er seek - ing.
In  Christ we share the Fa-ther’s life With ho - ly joy wun - brok - en.
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In Him was life, the one true Light That shines thro° all cre - a - tion,
Now grace and truth are dai - ly fruit Of love be - yond all know - ing.
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The Light that calls all hearts to Him From ev - ry age and na - tion.
We lift our face to Christ and drink God’s  full- ness o - ver - flow - ing.
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TOPICS: Advent; Christmas; God’s Love; Praise & Worship; Word of God

LEAD-IN: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth. (John 1:14, NIV)

LEAD-IN DEVOTIONAL READING:

God’s Promise to Moses

In Deuteronomy 18, as Moses neared the time of his death, he told the people of Israel:

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own
brothers. You must listen to him.

“The LORD said to me: ... I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their
brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command
him. If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself
will call him to account.””

(vv.15, 17-19, NIV)

In Moses’ day, the nations around Israel used all kinds of magic and superstitious practices to
learn the will of the gods. God forbade such sorcery in Israel. He chose to make His will known
through His prophets. And unlike the mysterious messages of pagan soothsayers and mediums,
God’s words would be clear and understandable.

In the passage above, God is promising to raise up a succession of prophets who would faithfully
speak His will to His people. We read the revelations of many of those prophets in our Old
Testament. But when the prophets quit coming, the hopes aroused by Deuteronomy 18 began to
focus on one Prophet, One who would come and fully reveal all God’s will for His people:
Messiah Himself.

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, many saw Him as this promised Prophet:
John 1:45 records: Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of
whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of

Joseph.” (NASB)

In John 6:14, when the people saw that Jesus had fed the five thousand, they said, “This
is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.” (NASB)

And in John 7:40, when the people heard Jesus’ teaching in the temple, they said, “This
certainly is the Prophet.” (NASB)

Peter, in speaking to the Jews about the One they had crucified, said:



“Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But this is how
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would
suffer...For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you...” Indeed, all the
prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days.” (Acts 3:17-
18, 22, 24, NIV)

Jesus told those questioning His authority,

“If you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me.” (John 5:46,
NASB)

And on the evening after His resurrection, Jesus conversed with the two disciples on the road to
Emmaus, and “beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things
concerning Himself'in all the Scriptures” (Luke 24:27, NASB).

As the centuries progressed, God’s prophets were distilled into God’s Prophet, and God’s words
became God’s Word, Jesus Christ. Hear Hebrews 1:

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in
various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom He appointed
heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of
God'’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. (vv. 1-3, NIV)

Father,
Your power, Your wisdom, and Your love
have said all they have to say
in Jesus Christ.
Help me to listen.
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