(Topics and Lead-in Below)

For Such a Time as This
TUNE: Eternal Father, Strong to Save (MELITA)

Esther 4:14; Hebrews 12:1-3
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1. So great a cloud of wit - ness - es; So rich our
2. This day of grace, this day of need, When sin con -
3. Then give Your - self; be Christ in us; Be life and
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her - i - tage of grace; So great sal - va - tion burns  with - in;
sumes the ones You love, When fam - ’lies die, and spir - its starve
joy and hope and peace; Be hol - i-ness and liv - ing pow’r;
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So glows Your glo - ry in this place; Our Fa - ther God, we
While hands can nev - er grasp e - nough: Lord Je - sus, did You
Be full for - give - ness, fjll re - lease; Be all You are- love’s
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rise to lift Your praise for such a time as this.
free - ly give Your - self for such a time as this?
great - est gii"t; Be Lord for such a time as this!
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TOPICS: Missions & Evangelism; Serving in Christ’s Name; Church;
Consecration; Holiness

LEAD-IN:  Since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out
for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of
our faith. (Hebrews 12:1-2, NIV)

LEAD-IN DEVOTIONAL READING:

A Broader Vision

All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing,
Just as it has been doing among you. (Colossians 1:6, NIV)

Christians had gathered from all over the world to spend a week worshiping, talking, and
learning together. And I had spent the entire week there in a publisher's booth selling one
particular product: our new hymnal. Every little feature of that product, every detail of the booth,
was my life for those days.

Then on the last day, with lighter crowds, I wandered around a bit and saw some of the other
exhibits. Right there across the aisle from me was the world missions area. Walking through, I
got a glimpse of the desperate needs in so many world areas. I saw display after display of the
world's great cities, and I thought of all the needy millions crammed into each of them.

It's so easy to get wrapped up in the details and mechanics of our own little area of ministry. And
let's be honest: at times our concerns revolve too much around how that ministry impacts our
own interests. We forget the needs of people, which is the real reason the ministry exists.

With all that in mind, I was approached by a former missionary who was hosting the display.
Seeing my name, he commented on a publication I had helped produce years before. He relayed
how useful it had been in his work on the mission field.

As he spoke, I thought immediately of new projects I was working on. I realized that God would
be able to use them to touch the lives of others, if I stayed focused on Him and on the needs of
His people.

I came away with a desire to do a better job right where I am. I don't need a broader field of
service. | need a broader vision of His work here where He has placed me.

Our ministries are only a tiny part of the overall picture, but they matter. We need to stay faithful
to Him and focused on Him with each task He places before us. Somewhere that task will make a
difference in the lives of people. Somewhere are needs He intends to meet through us today.
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