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9/1/2010

The Peace of Jesus
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27, NIV)

As Jesus faces all the trouble, all the suffering, all the death this world can bring, He gives us His peace. His peace is unshaken and unshakable. It is not just an absence of all conflict. It is the presence of wholeness, harmony, completeness, rightness, and well-being. It is an unencumbered relationship with God our Father.

We talk a lot about peace, but do you truly want it constantly in your heart and life? If so, look to Jesus Christ. That’s where the scriptures consistently point us:
Christ came to bring us peace. (Luke 2:14)

In the midst of our hardships, we can enjoy His peace. (John 16:33)

Christ has made us right with God, giving us peace with Him. (Romans 5:1)

The Kingdom of God is not temporary, physical pleasure, but righteousness, joy, and peace in the Holy Spirit. (Romans 14:17)

Love, joy, and peace are the fruit of the Spirit of Christ within us. (Galatians 5:22)

Particularly take this promise to heart:
The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:5b-7, NIV)

Christ gives us His peace, and it is unlike any other. It is not vague, temporary, or shallow. It is not simply a serene, picture-book setting or a passing mood. The peace that Christ gives is a full, rich, unchanging well-being in God. It will not fade in and out with changing circumstances. His peace will not change because God does not change.

Listen & sing:

Peace in Christ
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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9/8/2010

A Relationship of Trust
The Lord your God is with you,

he is mighty to save.

He will take great delight in you,

he will quiet you with his love,

he will rejoice over you with singing.

(Zephaniah 3:17, NIV)

Praise the Lord when He blesses you. Praise the Lord when He seems to withhold His blessings.

Faith is not trusting that God will do what we want. Faith is trusting Him unconditionally. Faith is confidence that whatever God does is right and good.
This relationship of trust is one of God’s greatest, most lasting blessings. His material blessings are wonderful, but they pass away. Our relationship with Him, a relationship of trust and love, is His real treasure. It will last and grow throughout all eternity. 

Rejoice in Him, and rejoice in everything that draws you closer to Him.

Listen & sing:

I Quiet Myself in Your Love
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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9/15/2010

True Bread
I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. (John 6:48-51, NIV)

Father, how often have You offered us life that is deep, rich, satisfying, and unending, and in our hearts and desires we looked right past You. We continued to crave physical comfort, human approval, and security we could hold in our hand.

You offer us Bread that satisfies our beings completely and forever. We spend ourselves reaching for bread that only satisfies the body, and only for a few hours.

Father, You offer us Jesus Christ. We can know Him and live in Him by simply trusting You.
Come, all you who are thirsty,

come…

you who have no money,

come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

without money and without cost.

Why spend money on what is not bread,

and your labor on what does not satisfy?

Listen, listen to me and eat what is good,

and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.

Give ear and come to me;

hear me, that your soul may live.
(Isaiah 55:1-3a, NIV)

Listen & sing:

We Taste Your Life and Long for More
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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9/22/2010

Listen for His Word
The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders…

The voice of the Lord is powerful;

the voice of the Lord is majestic.

The voice of the Lord twists the oaks

and strips the forests bare.

And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
(Psalm 29:3-4, 9, NIV)

God spoke, and the universe came into being. He didn’t need to shape it by His hands. He is completely sovereign. When He expresses His will, matter obeys. He is the Lord of all reality.

Yet we seldom listen for His Word to us. We rarely hunger for His perfect wisdom or trust His unfailing love. We chase what is too petty to satisfy us. We seek security in what is weak and small and sure to pass away. We refuse to fully face His greatness and our utter helplessness.
Show me your ways, O Lord,
teach me your paths;

guide me in your truth and teach me,

for you are God my Savior,

and my hope is in you all day long. (Psalm 25:4-5, NIV)

Listen & sing:

Is There Any Word from the Lord?
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2010 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

9/29/2010

Passionate about His Father

John 2:13-17
What made Jesus so different from everyone else?

Why did He think differently?

Why did He act differently?

Why did He talk differently?

Jesus was different because of His relationship with His Father.

He single-mindedly focused on His Father and His Father’s concerns.

He wasn’t self-centered.

He didn’t care about money or career or reputation or social pressure.

He kept His mind and His heart always tuned to His Father’s voice.

He let His Father guide everything He said and everything He did.

No matter what sacrifice was required,

Jesus’ goal, His prayer, His passion were always the Father’s will. 

Listen & sing:

Focus
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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10/6/2010

When the Time Comes

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 

“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” (John 12:23-25, 27-28, NIV)
Jesus knew His time had come. He was about to be

deserted by His closest friends,

mocked and humiliated by His enemies,

tortured,

condemned to death by His own people,

separated from His Father with whom He had enjoyed an eternity of intimate fellowship, and

executed by the most brutal method known.

Yet how did He think of the hours ahead? He considered it His chance to show the entire world the amazing love of His Father. It was His chance to plant the seed from which a bountiful, eternal harvest would grow.

Facing His ordeal, He wasn’t begging for a way out. He was asking the Father to glorify Himself through all that was about to happen.

Father, that is my prayer as well. Through my difficult hours, glorify Yourself. Through my suffering, let the world see how marvelous and loving You are!

Listen & sing:

Glorify Your Name
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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10/13/2010

Wisdom in Our Ignorance
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments,

and his paths beyond tracing out! (Romans 11:33, NIV)

We human beings are inherently ignorant. Physically we live a fraction of a second on a grain of sand in a universe that is ancient and vast beyond all imagining. Our perspective and objectivity are minuscule. Our view of truth is highly tainted by our personal prejudices and selfish desires. To claim that we understand reality, or that our minds and limited senses are an accurate gauge of reality, is laughable. Ignorance is common to each and every one of us.
God in His greatness has chosen to reveal Himself to us. And by degree He graciously helps us understand reality as we understand Him. He has given us His own Spirit to enlighten and guide us.
But we have this treasure in jars of clay (2 Corinthians 4:7, NIV). As we trust His revealed Truth and faithfully speak the Truth and live the Truth, we need to remember our limitations and the weakness of the vessel in which we hold His treasure. Our understanding of our great and boundless God is always only partial.
Yet God’s promise to us is this: 

· God, who through the millennia has spoken to us in many different ways, has spoken fully and finally in Jesus Christ, His own Son. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being (Hebrews 1:3, NIV; cf vv.1-2).

· In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ (Colossians 2:9-10a, NIV).

All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ (Colossians 2:3). If you desire wisdom, if you want understanding, seek Him.

Listen & sing:

The Truth of God Is Greater Far
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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10/20/2010

Only Your Will

Father, I want so many things.

I am always hungry and thirsty.

I need so many things.

I feel weak and vulnerable,
and I am constantly grasping for security.

But no human being was ever weaker than Your Son,

and He wanted only You.

“I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does, the Son also does.

“By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.” 

(John 5:19, 30, NIV)
He needed only You.

Your glory,

Your Kingdom,

Your will—

that is all He sought.

He was always sufficient,

always speaking Your Words,

always doing Your works,

always able,

always at peace.

Father, my Father,

help me to be as weak and as strong as He was.

Give me the Spirit of Christ.

Help me to want only You.

Listen & sing:

Father, Father
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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10/27/2010

All the Best of Life

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful,

for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:3-12, NIV)

God’s recipe for success is completely different than ours. Human society seems to prize people that are strong, self-confident, positive, and assertive, pursuing goals that provide themselves and others with more money or enhanced physical life. Are they a bit selfish? No problem. Who isn’t?

But Jesus alone has experienced both life on earth and an eternity in heaven. He has seen it all, and here is His description of the person truly blessed by God: poor in spirit; mourning; meek; hungering and thirsting for righteousness; merciful; pure in heart; making peace; suffering persecution for obeying God.

What an unlikely set of qualifications for success! None of the qualifications are strength, skill, material goods, or human accomplishment. All flow from a focus on God and the humility that results.

Here are the gifts God gives these blessed ones: the Kingdom of heaven; His comfort; rulership of the entire earth; righteousness in abundance; mercy; the privilege of seeing God and being His children. 
None of these gifts of God are material. All are blessings on the inner, eternal person, and all outlast this world. Jesus, the only person with a complete and accurate view of life, urges us to prize these gifts.

Father, I want to please You.
May that always be my one goal and desire.
And may that desire shape
my heart, my thoughts, and my daily life.

Listen & sing:

Beatitudes Hymn
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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11/3/2010

Jesus’ Family
Matthew 1
For a Jew in biblical times, his genealogy was the leading item on his resume. It was his pedigree, and normally it included only men. The genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1 breaks with tradition by including five women. And what a colorful lot they were!

Tamar entered Jesus’ family tree by seducing her father-in-law.

Rahab was a prostitute. Both she and Ruth were foreigners…outsiders…

unclean Gentile “dogs”.

The woman called “Uriah’s wife” was Bathsheba. She won her place by committing adultery with King David, who then murdered her husband.
And finally, Mary was a teenager who became pregnant before she was married.

Even in his genealogy, Jesus broke down all barriers between us, and between us and God. He embraces us all as His own family if we simply trust Him. In Him there is no Jew nor Gentile, male nor female. We are all one in Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:26, 28, para.). Our holy God is proud to call Himself our Brother (Hebrews 2:11, para.).

Listen & sing:

Family Tree
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

By Ken Bible, © 2010 by LNWhymns.com.
11/10/2010

Come, Our Lord!
God’s Word
The Lord himself will come down from heaven

with a loud command,

with the voice of the archangel and

with the trumpet call of God,

and the dead in Christ will rise first.

After that, we who are still alive and are left

will be caught up together with them in the clouds

to meet the Lord in the air.

And so we will be with the Lord forever.
(1Thessalonians 3:16-17, NIV)

Think About This
The One who left heaven to come to us,

who suffered the ultimate suffering to draw us near,

has physically left us for this reason:

He is preparing a place for us so that 

soon we can be with Him forever.

When the time is exactly right,

He will return.

Hymn: Come, Our Lord!
Recording
Lyrics
Printed Music
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11/17/2010

Living God
God’s Word
Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice;

I know them, and they follow me.

I give them eternal life, and 

they shall never perish;

no one can snatch them out of my hand.

My Father, who has given them to me, 

is greater than all;

no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.

I and the Father are one.”
(John 10:27-30, NIV)

Prayer
We hear so many voices, both from the outside and from inside.

But Jesus, when you speak, we recognize Your voice.

We recognize

the Father’s love,

the Father’s power,

the Father’s wisdom, and

the Father’s tender care for us.

Jesus, we trust You and gladly follow You.

Hymn: Jesus, Living God! 
Recording
Lyrics
Printed Music
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11/24/2010

Simple Responses
God’s Word
I have loved you with an everlasting love;

I have drawn you with loving-kindness.

(Jeremiah 31:3, NIV)

Think About This
From our birth to our death God Almighty showers us with

His love, His guidance, and His daily care.

Constantly and consistently,

in big ways and small ways, He says,

“I love you! You can trust Me!”

As you live day by day, are you responding to His love?

Your present and future happiness depend on your responses.
Father, when You bless me, I will thank You.

With every need, I will turn to You and trust You.

As You love me, I will love those around me.

Hymn: A Thankful Heart 
Recording
Lyrics
Printed Music
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12/1/2010

Prepare for the Living Christ
God’s Word
John saw Jesus coming toward him and said,

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

This is the one I meant when I said,

‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me

because he was before me.’”

Then John gave this testimony:

“I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and 

remain on him.

I would not have known him, 

except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me,

‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain

is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’

I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”
(John 1:29-30, 32-34, NIV)

Think About This
He is coming,

the Lamb of God who takes away all sin,

the only Son from the very presence of the Father,

the Holy One who immerses our hearts and lives

in the Spirit of God Himself.

He comes with such rich gifts.

Have you prepared?

Are you ready to receive Him?

Hymn: Christ Is Coming! Lift Your Eyes!
Recording
Lyrics
Printed Music
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12/8/2010

Everyone Is Invited!
God’s Word
“Do not be afraid.

I bring you good news of great joy

that will be for all the people.

Today in the town of David

a Savior has been born to you;

he is Christ the Lord.

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace.”

(Luke 2:10-11, 14, NIV)

Think About This
Jesus Christ has come!

God is now on earth, and humanity rules in heaven!
The hope of every heart is here.

Come, everyone! Gather and celebrate!
Kings come to bow to the King of Kings.

Soldiers come to serve the Lord of all the heavenly armies.

Women come to adore the One born of a woman.

Wise men journey to the source of all wisdom.

Servants kneel to the Lord of Lords who made Himself a servant.

Sinners draw near to the holy God

who gladly calls Himself their Friend.

Come, everyone, come to Him!

Worship Jesus Christ our Lord!

Adapted from John Chrysostom,

reportedly from the first Christmas sermon ever preached, 386 A.D.

Hymn: Christ the Lord Is with Us!
Recording
Lyrics
Printed Music
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12/15/2010

Consider This Gift
God’s Word
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!
(2 Corinthians 9:15, NIV)

Think About This
This Gift is a treasure, but more than a treasure.

This Gift is a man, but more than a man.

He is a shepherd, but more than a shepherd.

He is a mighty warrior come to deliver His people, but more than a warrior.

He is a healer come to take away all our diseases, but more than a healer.

He is a priest come to bring His people to God, but more than a priest.

He is the heir of all worlds, the Lord of all Lords.

He is the Second Adam, the first of an entirely new human race.

He is the God-Man, uniting earth and heaven.

He is the perfect sacrifice, purchasing eternal life for all who trust Him.

He is the fullness of God, and God’s fullness in us.

He is God’s own Son, come from God’s own heart.

He is the love of God, lavishly, freely, tenderly given

to each and every one of us.

He is Jesus Christ.

Hymn: Love Has Come!
Recording
Lyrics
Printed Music
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12/22/2010

A Life Framed with Love
God’s Word
You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

that though he was rich,

yet for your sakes he became poor,

so that you through his poverty might become rich.
(2 Corinthians 8:9, NIV)

Think About This
Jesus was born as He would die.

He would die as He was born.

The birth and death of the Light of the World

were shrouded in darkness.

His trusted companions were the lowly and powerless.

Jealous leaders pursued Him with murderous hearts

while humble women gently cared for His needs.

His helpless body was wrapped in cloth and laid in borrowed quarters.

Coming and going from this world,

He was immersed in suffering, shame, and desperate circumstances.

Jesus is a portrait of God our Father,

framed with tenderness, mercy, and sacrificial love.

Hymn: One with Us
Recording
Lyrics
Printed Music
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12/29/2010

How Can We Describe It?

God’s Word
I kneel before the Father, 

from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches

he may strengthen you with power

through his Spirit in your inner being,

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,

may have power, together with all the saints,

to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,

and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--

that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

(Ephesians 3:14-19, NIV)
Think About It
How can we describe the life of Christ within us?

The Bible says it is 

like breathing the breath of God,

like a river of life constantly flowing within us,

like a deep, inexpressible joy.

We know this:

As we trust Him, 

His life grows within us.

His Spirit joins with our spirit, and

we become more and more like Him.

He lives in us constantly and forever, and

we in Him.

Hymn: Living Christ
Recording
Lyrics
Printed Music
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