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6/2/2010

Infinite Love 
What is man that you are mindful of him,

the son of man that you care for him? (Psalm 8:4, NIV)

The Creator of this vast universe deeply, personally loves us tiny, troublesome human beings. How can that make sense?
Look at the universe and see God’s power. It reaches to the farthest corners of physical reality and to every microscopic detail. His power reaches to infinity in both directions, to galaxies and to water-drop worlds. Some are too vast and some too tiny for us to trace with our senses. But everything is created and controlled by His will.
His wisdom and knowledge reach everywhere His power goes. We marvel that He can know everything all the time. But is it so unbelievable that the One able to create all this can also stay in constant contact with it, that He can always know it completely?

What’s more, His love is as deep, rich, creative, and complete as His power and knowledge. He not only created all that is and knows all that is, but He cares for it all, constantly and completely. Like His power and understanding, His love enfolds all He has made. 
His love enfolds each of us, every moment and forever. His love is enabled by infinite ability and is guided by infinite wisdom. His love for you is unlimited and unfailing. You can trust Him. You can trust Him with every concern, no matter how far-flung or how trivial, for in every detail His love knows and controls and cares.
Listen & sing:

Your Ceaseless, Unexhausted Love
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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6/9/2010

Hunger for God

Earth has nothing I desire besides you. (Psalm 73:25)

How can religious people live satisfied without the practice of God’s presence? Can we ever be satisfied without giving ourselves entirely to God, without turning our daily lives toward Him?
We grasp so much for material and worldly goods and receive so little satisfaction from them. Yet we are satisfied with so little of God. God has infinite treasure to give, and we seem contented with only passing moments of inner joy. If we would open ourselves entirely to Him in faith and love, He would flood our souls with His graces.
Let us make this our only concern: to please God. Everything else is a vain waste of time. Wholeheartedly give up all that is not of Him.
Listen & sing:

Love of God, Possess Me
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2009 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

This devotional is from THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD Devotional Book, a free book download from LNWhymns.com.

6/16/2010

Parenting
Without God’s help, the demands of parenting could overwhelm us. At times being a parent requires more wisdom and patience than we have to give. But remember:
His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness. (2 Peter 1:3, NIV)

As a parent, be confident in God’s gifts to you.
God offers us His wisdom. Here’s a promise that every parent should write on their bathroom mirror and engrave on their heart:

If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously without finding fault, and it will be given to him. (James 1:5, NIV)

God gives us His Spirit. We have the presence, the love, the inner strength, the unshakable peace of God Himself. Just trust Him.
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23, NIV)
God is the Father of each and every one of us. He is your Father, and He is the Father of your children. The wisdom, the love, the strength, and the ultimate responsibility are all His. You are only His steward for awhile. 
Realize that of all His names and titles, God cherishes “Father” the most. “Father” is what He wants us to call Him. And in His love for you, He has graciously given you a part in His most treasured role: parenting new human lives, lives that will last forever. Parent your children in His love, His strength, and His wisdom. Parent them in simple, daily confidence in God, not yourself. 

He is always, always with you—just remember to depend on Him.
Listen & sing:

A Father’s Prayer
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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6/23/2010

Complete Freedom
If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. (John 8:36, NIV)

Often we define freedom as the ability to do what we choose. But even when we can choose, we are not free. Though not bound by another human being, our choices are bound by our own self-centeredness, our weakness, our ignorance, our mortality, and our addiction to sin. These chains are the most binding of all.
Do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.
Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? (Romans 6:12, 16, NIV)
True freedom is the ability to be all that our Creator designed us to be, free from bondage to selfishness, mortality, and sin. True freedom is oneness with Jesus Christ. In Him we become all God’s love wants for us and all His unlimited power can make us. 
Oneness with Christ doesn’t come by strenuous effort, by strict self-discipline, or by personal merit. This freeing oneness comes by simple, moment-by-moment trust in Him. 

Listen & sing:

Freedom in You
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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6/30/2010
God’s Seeds Bear Fruit
My wife and I recently received a note from a couple we knew years ago. When we met them, they were brand new Christians who had come to the church we attended. To get to know them better, we invited them to our home on a Sunday evening after church. 
When their note arrived, we hadn’t seen or heard from them in decades. Their note told us how much that evening long ago had meant to them. It had helped to welcome them into the church and establish them in their faith. Now they were still serving the Lord, and their children, young adults, were off to Christian colleges.

We hadn’t thought of that evening in many years. Our lives had gone on to so many “bigger” things. But our hour or so together had been a seed that God had watered and nurtured. He was still harvesting fruit from that tiny seed, long after we had forgotten planting it.

When the Day of the Lord comes and we all gather around to celebrate His rich harvest, how much fruit will have grown from the few seeds we scattered during our brief time here on earth? The sower parable is so true (Matthew 13:1-8, 18-23). Though most of the seeds we sow never bear fruit, the few that fall on good soil will produce so abundantly that we are guaranteed a rich harvest.

That’s why it is vital that we faithfully sow the seed God places in our hands:

Sow your seed in the morning,

and at evening let not your hands be idle,

for you do not  know which will succeed.
(Ecclesiastes 11:6, NIV)

Don’t be discouraged. Just keep sowing. The seed is good, and God will make it grow.

Listen & sing:

Bless This Seed
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2010 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

7/7/2010

The Good Samaritan
“’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

But the expert in the law wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

In reply Jesus said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.

“But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return I will reimburse you for any extra expense you have.’
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:27, 29-37, NIV)

I see myself in this story. But I am not always the Samaritan.

Sometimes I am the expert in the law. God’s wisdom for us is clear and simple: treat your neighbor the way you want to be treated. But when I fail, when the golden rule isn’t comfortable, I try to “justify” myself with questions and reasoning: “But who is my neighbor? How far does my responsibility really go?”

Sometimes I am the priest. Though a neighbor’s need is obvious, I have something more pressing to do, and more comfortable. I pretend not to see.

But the closer I grow to God, the more His love grips my heart. The more I love Him, the more I care about those He loves. How can I ignore those that matter so deeply to Him?

Every parent, every loving spouse, every true friend knows that love has its own logic and its own agenda. That is the logic and agenda my Father wants for me as I live in this needy world, full of people He loves. In every needy “neighbor” He wants me to see my child, my spouse, my dear friend…myself.
When I am needy and hurting, I am desperate to see that Good Samaritan come along. Father, help me to be a neighbor to the needy persons I meet. 
Listen & sing:

The Good Samaritan
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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7/14/2010

God Is Here

I am with you always. (Matthew 28:20, NIV)

God is always with us. We don’t need to search for Him. He is always here. How often we forget this wonderful reality!
Would you like to live every moment conscious of God, always standing before Him, always looking into His face?

Practice the presence of God.

Turn to Him frequently in the midst of your day.

Talk to Him.

Thank Him.

Do each simple act for Him.
As you do, you’ll come to know Him better. Soon all of life will be filled with

acts of love, trust, and worship.
Listen & sing:

Joy in Your Presence
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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7/21/2010

A Better Life Is Waiting

We all have hopes that drive us, things we look forward to. Some are long-term: a better house, a better job, a better life for us and for our families. Some are short-term and daily: more time off, less demands on our energies, more leisure.
But as time goes by, God keeps reminding me of one key fact. Through good times and bad times, successes and failures, no matter what happens or doesn't happen, only one thing will make life happier. Only one thing will make it more meaningful, more peaceful, and more satisfying--all I want it to be. That one thing is not a job, a house, money, or more time off. Our only lasting happiness will always be this: enjoying God's presence right now, in the present moment. In this life and through all eternity, our only true joy will be knowing Him.
Because of this, each of us has a better life awaiting us. It doesn't matter where you are in your journey--whether you're seeking God or you're a new Christian or a mature believer. You have a better life awaiting you through a closer, more constant relationship with Jesus Christ.
I'm learning that such a closer, more constant relationship comes primarily through prayer. It comes through spending more of life turned toward God. Just as with marriage, communication is key to enjoying a closer relationship.
Perhaps nothing generates more fear, guilt, and uneasiness among people than the subject of prayer. We know we should pray more, but we're not sure how. It seems so fuzzy, scary, and difficult.
But let me assure you: we were made for God. Talking to Him is simple and natural. Your educational level, your culture, your financial status, your personality--none of that matters. We were all made for God. You can talk to Him and have a close, personal, satisfying relationship with Him.
You have no reason to be afraid. God, your Father, only gives good gifts. All He ever asks of us is to trust Him one step at a time. And that first step is to turn to Him now.
Listen & sing:

Our Father in Heaven 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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a free book download from LNWhymns.com.

7/28/2010

Focus on God

Lord, you have been our dwelling place

throughout all generations.

Before the mountains were born

or you brought forth the earth and the world,

from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

You turn men back to dust…

You sweep men away in the sleep of death;

they are like the new grass of the morning—

though in the morning it springs up new,

by evening it is dry and withered.

The length of our days is seventy years—

or eighty, if we have the strength;

yet their span is but trouble and sorrow,

for they quickly pass, and we fly away.

Teach us to number our days aright,

that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

(Psalm 90:1-3, 5-6, 10, 12, NIV)

Do you want to spend your life wisely? Do you want to stay humble and not become the victim of foolish pride? Do you want to remember your true glory as a God-made individual? In short, do you want to maintain a true perspective in the constant push and pull and deception of daily life?

Keep your eyes on God. Practice simple prayer throughout the day. Turn to Him and trust Him in every need. Thank Him immediately for every blessing and every little joy. Nurture your relationship with Him.
For with You is the fountain of life.

When we see You,

we see everything else more clearly.
(Psalm 36:9, paraphrase)

Our past, our present, our future are all in Him. The only way to keep life in focus is to keep God in focus. 

Listen & sing:

Live for God
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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8/4/2010

Know Your Creator
The heavens declare the glory of God;

the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
(Psalm 19:1, NIV)

God, an all-powerful Spirit Being, chose to create us as physical beings. How could this Spirit then reveal Himself to us in a way we could understand? How could He show Himself to all of us in a way that is unlimited by language and culture and that is undiminished by all the changes that swirl around us?
He reveals Himself by the physical world of which we are a part.

What may be known about God is plain…For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. (Romans 1:19-20, NIV)

Any open-minded view of our physical world and our physical existence will tell us about God. But we observe our marvelous world and experience life without knowing Him, even though He has made Himself plain. How? By intentionally suppressing the truth (Romans 1:18).  We refuse to accept Him as Creator. We work to write Him out of our story. We insist on finding all ultimate reality in our physical world, though actually our physical world is only one small part of a much greater reality. We insist on trying to control our own lives and destinies, even though our helplessness is inescapably obvious.
Meanwhile, God’s glorious revelations of Himself go on speaking to all who will hear.

Day after day they pour forth speech;

night after night they display knowledge.

There is no speech or language

where their voice is not heard.

Their voice goes out into all the earth,

their words to the ends of the world.
(Psalm 19:2-4, NIV)

Observe our world and experience it with an open mind. See and feel the order, the pleasure, the beauty, the mystery, the power, and the infinite wisdom that connects it all. All this is only the faintest whisper of the magnificent Being that He is (Job 26:14). He wants you to know Him, to trust Him more completely, and to experience life more fully in Him.
Listen & sing:

Psalm 104
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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8/11/2010

Living Water
If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.

(John 4:10, NIV)

Jesus, we’re like the woman You met at the well. You come to us with promises so lofty we barely understand them. It’s hard for us to believe that You can provide anything greater than what we already have and seek.

We’re like the pigs in Matthew 7:6. You offer us pearls. We find we can’t eat them, so we trample them as worthless.

But Lord, if we simply taste the water You offer, we find that we want nothing else. Nothing else we have ever desired has satisfied us. We have always ended up thirsty. But more and more, we want only You.
Lord, we are thirsty. Give us this water.

Listen & sing:

Holy in Me
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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8/18/2010

The Uncrossable Gap

God is holy. We were born into sin. It is all we have ever known.

God is pure light. As creatures of the darkness, we instinctively run from Him.

God is love. In our selfishness we are suspicious of Him.

God is Spirit. To us physical creatures, He seems unreal.
God is perfect wisdom. To our ignorance, He seems foolish.

God is all in all, and He offers Himself to us freely. We cannot see, cannot know, and cannot accept Him.

But now God has crossed all the barriers between Him and us. 
He has come all the way to us in Jesus Christ.

Listen & sing:

Eternal Light
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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8/25/2010

All We Need
One greater than Solomon is here. (Luke 11:31, NIV)

Father, how many great Old Testament saints longed to see Jesus Christ!
How many longed to know Him as we know Him,

to be filled with His Spirit,

to walk even a moment in His personal presence!
People today would travel around the world to see 

Abraham or Moses or Solomon.

One greater than Abraham is here.

One greater than Moses is here.

One greater than Solomon is here.

One greater than the greatest entertainer is here.

One greater than money or comfort or fame is here.

One greater than every other good is here.

Father, in Jesus Christ You have left no need unmet,

no thirst unsatisfied,
no hunger unfilled.

All the wisdom, 

all the peace,

all the holiness,

all the life we could ever want

are ours in Christ Jesus.

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9:15, NIV)

Listen & sing:

All We Need
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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