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The Immensity of God
O Lord, our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

When I consider your heavens,

the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars,

which you have set in place,

what is man that you are mindful of him,

the son of man that you care for him? 

(Psalm 8:1, 3-4, NIV)

Have you ever had that experience? Have you been out under the clear night sky and looked up at the stars and the vastness of the heavens? Have you marveled that the Creator of all this has any interest in us? Here are some facts that may stimulate your imagination.

Light travels so fast that a beam of light can circle the earth more than 7 times in a second. The moon is a quarter of a million miles away, and its light reaches the earth in less than a second and a half. The sun is approximately 93 million miles away, and its light gets here in approximately 8 minutes.

Our own galaxy or group of stars is called the Milky Way. How long do you think it would take light to travel just across our own galaxy? 100,000 years! Light travels around the earth 7 times in a second and 93 million miles from the sun in only 8 minutes. But our galaxy is so vast that even light takes 100,000 years to cross it.

Galaxies are vast beyond our imagination. But ours is only one galaxy. How many galaxies do you think there are in the universe? Estimates vary, but in 1999, data from the Hubble space telescope led scientists to estimate that there are 125 billion galaxies in the universe. Some estimates run much higher. Try to imagine that: 93 million miles in 8 minutes; 100,000 years to cross our galaxy; 125 billion galaxies.
We are so very small. Reality dwarfs us. It dwarfs the human race. It dwarfs the entire earth.

But here’s something else to consider: this vast universe is only the smallest taste of the Living God. He overflows the physical universe as the ocean overflows a cup of water. Job 26 talks about God’s mighty works in creation, then in v.14 says that in all these we see only the fringes of His robe. We hear only a faint whisper of Him.

What’s more, the gap between God and us is far greater than the size of the universe. The real gap between God and us is in the essence of who we are. 

· He is all-powerful and all-wise, unbounded by matter and time. We are weak and ignorant, living momentary lives, consumed with the here and now. 
· He is holy and pure. Without Him, we are corrupt and sinful.
· He is unlimited love. We are proud, small-minded, and selfish, wrapped up in our own comfort and narrow interests.
But now for the most amazing truth: God’s love has bridged this gap between us. This immense chasm of time, space, and character has been closed by God’s all-encompassing love. All the immensity of God, all the eternity of God, all His glory and power and holiness have been embodied in a human being: Jesus Christ. We are united with this immense God in Christ (Colossians 2:9-10). 

Listen & sing:

The Fullness of God’s Glory
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2010 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

1/13/2010

See Your Heavenly Father
We can learn so much about our Heavenly Father through creation. We look into the night sky and glimpse His immensity. We taste His power in the storm. The days and nights and seasons remind us of His faithfulness.
But knowing Him as a force is not the same as knowing Him as a person. 

Jesus is the image of the invisible God…
the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being…
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us (Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:3; John 1:14, NIV, adapted)
Jesus came and made the eternal, holy Father seeable and touchable.
He was part of a family as human as yours and mine. He experienced daily life in a body, just like we do. He faced our temptations, felt our pain, went through fatigue and hunger, and died as we die.
Yet in this human being we saw our Father, pure and at full strength, live and in person, not some watered-down imitation. We heard His timeless wisdom and saw it lived out. We witnessed the miracles of the Creator, but now up-close and personal: water became wine; diseases were healed; storms were calmed. And we were gripped by God’s unconquerable love, reaching out to forgive us even as we tortured and murdered Him. 

Our God is awe-inspiring and holy, all-powerful and all-wise, unbound by matter and time, infinitely above us. Yet He is also with us. God has come to us. He is one of us. We can be as comfortable with Him as a child sleeping close to his mother. 

Listen & sing:

See the Father Walk Among Us
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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1/20/2010

Six Wishes
Have you ever noticed how short and simple is the model prayer Jesus taught us, the Lord’s Prayer? Nothing long-winded and fancy. Short phrases. Simple words. 

The shape is also simple. The prayer is framed by an opening, Our Father in heaven, and a closing, for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. The body of the prayer is six short petitions:


Hallowed be your name 


Your kingdom come


Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven


Give us today our daily bread


Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors


Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one

Think about this for a moment. What if God were to give you six wishes? You could ask for these wishes each and every day. What would they be? Money, health, comfort, a fulfilling life?

But look at the "six wishes" Jesus gives us in the Lord's Prayer. Our loving heavenly Father knows and wants what's best for us. What does He tell us to ask for every day? None of our typical requests are anywhere on the list.

Have you ever listened to children when they're on an outing? It doesn't matter what magnificent sights are all around them. Their requests are, "I'm thirsty," "I'm tired," "Do we have to . . . ?" "Is it lunchtime yet?" They react out of temporary desires. They speak out of pain, fatigue, or false expectations. They don't know what's best for them. They can't see the whole picture. They're entirely wrapped up in their own immediate comfort.

As God's children, we tend to react the same way. What we ask from God often has very little to do with our real happiness. We don't know what's best for us.

So why does our Father give us these six petitions to pray every day? The first three teach submission, asking for God's will. The last three teach dependence, asking for God's daily provision and deliverance from sin. 

Why these six? Because they focus first and foremost on our relationship with our Father. They say, "Father, I need You. I need Your will, Your provision, Your forgiveness, Your protection."

The Lord's Prayer focuses on our relationship with God our Father, for that is the key to happiness. That relationship is the key to peace, strength, and harmony in every aspect of life. 

What kind of relationship with God does this prayer teach and form in us?

· Simple, natural, open, and intimate

· Submissive
· Trusting and dependent

Listen & sing:

Our Father Exalted 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2002 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

This devotional is from Help Me Pray,

a free book download from LNWhymns.com.

1/27/2010

Give Yourself to Him

I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. (Romans 12:1, NIV)

We are made for God, and for Him alone.

His love, His wisdom, His will for us are perfect. But He cannot do in us what He wants as long as we are distracted by other desires. To be His, to live in unbroken communion with Him, our hearts must be empty of everything else. Otherwise He cannot act and do there what He pleases.

Trust Him completely. Want only His will. Make Him and His glory the focus of all that you do and say and undertake. Free Him to do and be all that He desires in you.
Listen & sing:

I Fix My Thoughts on You 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2009 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

This devotional is from THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD Devotional Book, a free book download from LNWhymns.com.
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The Essence of Life
By current U.S. standards, my financial means are modest. I’m comfortable, but my lifestyle isn’t lavish. I’m a typical middle-class American.

Yet compared to other times and places, I am pampered beyond measure. My luxuries far outstrip what the world’s wealthiest could imagine just a few years ago.

I live in a comfortable, climate-controlled environment.

I enjoy virtually instant communication with almost anyone, anytime, anywhere.

With careful planning, I can travel nearly anywhere in the world. And compared to earlier years, travel today is quick, comfortable, and reliable.

I live in relative safety—the best civilization can provide. I live in a strong, stable country where the government works to protect its citizens from a wide variety of dangers.

I have ready access to virtually any educational information I desire.

I have a comfortable home, meaningful work, a wonderful wife, and three healthy, intelligent children. 

I am in good health and have affordable access to excellent health care.

A wide variety of nourishing foods is always at my fingertips.

Freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom to go where I want, leisure time, a whole range of entertainments, a strong, active church—all these luxuries and more surround me every day. I have virtually every good thing the human imagination can conceive. 

Yet with all this, my happiness is determined not by what I have, but by what I give. It is measured not by what I possess, but by the love I give out and live out day by day.

I look at my life. I look honestly at my daily happiness, and I see that it is so.

Specifically, my happiness is determined by my response to what Jesus called life’s two greatest commandments:

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.

Love your neighbor as yourself (Mark 12:30, 31, NIV).

Love shapes my happiness. Not material goods. Not comfort. Not the finest luxuries. Love.

Listen & sing:

The Rich Young Ruler 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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The Transfiguration
“I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.”

About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure [literally, His exodus] which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)

While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone.
(Luke 9:27-36, NIV)

Jesus had just drawn from His disciples a confession that He was indeed the Messiah. Immediately He began to explain to them what this would mean: He would have to suffer, be rejected, and be killed, then rise again after three days; and if they wanted to be His disciples, they would have to deny themselves, take up their own crosses daily, and follow Him.
What a bombshell for these disciples! It definitely wasn’t what they were expecting, either for Jesus or for themselves.

So to cement this crucial new revelation about Jesus, three of the disciples were given a glimpse of who He really was. Normally an ordinary-looking Hebrew peasant, for a few fleeting moments three disciples saw a glimmer of His natural glory. He physically shone with the radiance of heaven, and there in person were the law and the prophets, Moses and Elijah, testifying to Him. What a stunning sight!
Decades later, as an old man, Peter would still be talking about it as the day of his own martyrdom drew near:

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. (2 Peter 1:16-18, NIV)
This was the One who would soon suffer humiliation and a seemingly-final death. This was the One calling them to lay down their lives and follow Him. 
And for all of us who follow after, the truth about who Jesus is still brings us assurance and stability. Who Jesus is fills our uncertainty with a settled peace. It points us beyond suffering to eternal glory. We must never forget Whom we are following. We must never forget Who spoke the wisdom and the promises by which we live.

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!

Listen & sing:

Transfiguration Hymn 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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The Temptation of Jesus
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.
The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone.’” [Deuteronomy 8:3]

The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. So if you worship me, it will all be yours.”

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” [Deuteronomy 6:13]

The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. For it is written: ‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” [Psalm 91:11-12]
Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” [Deuteronomy 6:16]

When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. (Luke 4:1-13, NIV)
The Heavenly Father drove His own beloved Son, with Whom He was thoroughly pleased, into the desert alone, for 40 days without food, to be tempted by His bitter enemy, Satan, who wanted only Jesus’ destruction.
How different is our Heavenly Father’s treatment of His children compared to us human parents! We do anything we can to spare our children unpleasant circumstances. The Father, knowing what is best for us and how much we can bear, regularly exposes His children to various types of pressure and need. We tend to focus on our children’s temporary comfort and preferences. Our Father focuses on our character and eternal well-being. We shouldn’t squirm or complain like selfish children when He puts us through difficult-but-necessary preparations for His service.
Here Satan tried to turn Jesus away from His Father. Knowing that the key to Jesus’ power was His relationship with His Father, Satan tried to separate them. He tried to turn Jesus toward His own needs. 

Jesus stayed focused on His Father. In His responses to Satan, He always spoke of the Father’s will. That was His constant concern.
That is also our key in temptation. When you first sense Satan’s approach, turn to your Father. Ask for His provision, His will, and His glory. Nothing can shake you if you depend on Him.

I have set the Lord always before me.

Because he is at my right hand,

I will not be shaken.
(Psalm 16:8, NIV)

Listen & sing:

With Jesus in Temptation 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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Empty Glory

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. (Philippians 2:3-4, NIV)

The original word translated above as "vain conceit" literally means "empty glory." It contrasts with God's glory, which is the glow of His presence--God showing himself in all of His beauty, power, and goodness. The Scriptures teach that we share in His glory through His Spirit in us.

We, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18, NIV)

This is our true glory: Christ living in us, showing the glow of His presence, His beauty, power, and goodness through us.

But Satan will tempt us to settle for "empty glory." According to the Greek lexicon, it is "empty" in the sense of being "without content, without basis, without truth; without profit; foolish, senseless." Self-centered glory is without basis and without truth. Selfish pride is foolish, senseless, and empty. 
Pride comes in a variety of styles and colors; you can find one to fit your own personality. My personal choice is humble pride. It is soft-spoken, tastefully adorned in understatement. It does not boast or even posture. It just meditates on self. It dreams about self. Like all forms of pride, the inner vision that drives it is not God or truth, but self-glorification.

Selfish pride is like lust: in the dark privacy of our hearts, it can stimulate and energize. But when it is brought to the light and exposed in public, it is easily seen as a ridiculous lie. What had puffed us up now makes us hide and choke in shame. Its glory is empty glory--without content, without basis in truth, foolish, senseless.

When Satan tempts you to savor this empty glory, see it as the cheap imitation it is. Turn away from it and embrace your true glory: the presence of God himself with you and in you.

When I turn away from myself and look to God, it's as if someone has opened the windows of my mind and heart. Now the sun is shining, and the air is fresh. Other people float into my heart on the breeze. I pray for them and love them, and in the process I love and worship Christ all the more.

Prayer and praise shed the light of truth on who we are. They keep life in perspective. They liberate us from the smallness of pride into the wide-open wonder of God's love.

He is with you now and always. Don't let Satan distract you from Him. Discover and enjoy the wonder of the Living Christ.

Listen & sing:

O Living God 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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Communion Face-to-face
When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer."
He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you." (Luke 22:14-15, 19-20, NIV)
Jesus, as one of Your disciples, I see You standing before me. In these Your final moments with us, You act out what You are about to do for us. 

You break the bread. "This is My body, broken for you. Take and eat. As you do, remember Me."
You take the cup. "This is My blood, poured out for you. Drink it, and as you do, remember Me."
I take the bread and the cup from Your own hand, and I look into Your face. You are the Bread of Life, broken for us, given to us. Your life is the wine, poured out for us, spilled for us. 
I feed on You, Lord, and I live. I take this, eat, remember You, and give thanks.
Listen & sing:

Lord, from Your Hand 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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Prayer in Gethsemane
Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”

He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”

When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.

Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” (Matthew 26:36-46, NIV)

As Jesus ate the Passover with His disciples, we sensed His burden. Now it seems to be almost crushing Him. “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death” (v.38). Physically, He is facing extended torture and an excruciating death. Emotionally, He is already under tremendous pressure, and soon complete isolation and humiliation will be added. Spiritually, He is about to experience a sense of separation from the Father Who has been His constant companion and strength.
It is Jesus’ final hour or hours before his arrest. How does He spend them? He prays. His life has been filled with prayer. He has seemed in almost constant communication with His Father. He came to Gethsemane to pray so regularly that Judas knew where to find Him, even though he had left during the meal.

What can we learn about Jesus from His prayer in Gethsemane?

· When burdened or pressured, pray. Jesus didn’t resort to recreation or diversion or bodily rest. He prayed.

· He was honest with God about His feelings. “Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me” (v.39).
· It’s OK to struggle, IF we keep our eyes on the Father and continue to trust Him and stay committed to Him.

· You may have heard people say that we’re supposed to give our concerns to God in prayer, then leave them there; don’t ever go back to them. But here Jesus kept coming back, repeating the same prayer. Some burdens are so heavy that we can’t just pray about them once and forget them. They keep pressing on our minds and emotions. Jesus’ example teaches us to keep bringing our concerns to God whenever they come to mind. That’s not doubt. It’s faith. Jesus didn’t have anything new to communicate, but He kept bringing His burden to His Father.

· “Your will be done” in v.42 is the exact same Greek phrase used in the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:10. Jesus modeled and lived out the Lord’s Prayer. The Lord’s Prayer isn’t just words. It is an attitude toward God, a relationship with Him, a lifestyle. If you want to understand its meaning for life, look at the example of Jesus.

· “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak” (v.41). When Jesus’ hour of great trial came, He was ready. The disciples, who had spent the time sleeping, crumbled. They scattered in fear. Watch and pray.

· When every fiber of Jesus’ being was screaming to run the other way, He submitted because He remained focused on the Father and continued to trust Him, step by step. We can too.

Listen & sing:

A Garden in the Night 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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Washing Feet
Jesus got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet . . ."Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. . . ."Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set an example that you should do as I have done for you."

(John 13:4-5, 12, 14-15, NIV)
Imagine it: some awesome dignitary shows up unexpectedly at your door. With excitement and great humility you receive him as an honored guest. You spare no efforts to make him feel comfortable. Then he insists on cleaning your bathrooms.

You'd probably react like Peter did: "No! You'll never clean my bathrooms!" 



But Jesus' demonstration was powerful. As a people, we're more inclined to serve ourselves than others.

"Lord, I'm too busy to wash feet. I have more important things to do."

But Jesus wasn't too busy. In the final hours of His ministry, with so much yet for His disciples to learn, He taught them this. He changed His clothes, got down on His hands and knees, and washed feet.

Lord, teach me to wash feet. I'm not too old to learn. Help me put my priorities where You put them. Help me focus my days on humble service to my family, my coworkers, and to the least ones around me. Give me Your Spirit and Your heart, Jesus. Teach me to wash feet.

Listen & sing:

Here at Your Feet, Lord 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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The Triumphal Entry
Rejoice greatly...Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey.

(Zechariah 9:9, NIV; see also Luke 19:28-40)
If you knew exactly where, when, and how you would die, how would you approach that place and time? Notice what Jesus did.

Throughout His ministry, Jesus had refused to openly proclaim himself Messiah. He had commanded those He healed to say nothing.
But now, the place and time of His death had come. He was entering Jerusalem to be handed over to His enemies, thoroughly humiliated, and killed as a criminal. Before the week is out, He will be dead. How does He enter? He comes as a conquering hero, as a mighty deliverer, in plain fulfillment of the messianic prophecy. His followers were now hailing Him as King and shouting His praises. Instead of silencing them, Jesus said that if the people were silent, the very rocks would cry out in praise.

To Jesus, His suffering and death were the crowning point of His mission to earth. He was about to be "lifted up" so that He could "draw all men" to himself (John 12:32). He was facing death as a conqueror.

Read John 17:1-5. Nearing His most difficult hour, what was Jesus' prayer for himself? "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you" (v. 1).

Jesus knew that His greatest trial was also His greatest chance to glorify the Father. Facing horrendous pain, the Father's glory was Jesus' prayer and concern. In His suffering and death, He would shine the light most clearly on God's love.
That is often true of us as well. Our hour of trial is our special chance to glorify God. That's when others will see the full reality of God and His powerful love. 

Father, during difficult times my prayer is this: no matter what happens, glorify Yourself. 
Listen & sing:

Who Is He? 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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The Just Will Live by Faith
“How can someone as weak and inconsistent as I possibly please a holy God?” Romans chapters 1 – 8 offers so much wonderful, life-giving assurance.
· We do not obey God by keeping a list of rules. The rules are important, but we can’t obey them by our own efforts. We cannot please God that way (Romans 7:7-25). Our obedience is “the obedience of faith” (Romans 1:5). God wants just this: He wants us to trust Him, and to live out that trust.
· As we trust Him step by step, God changes us into the Christ-like persons He wants us to be. We change, not by determined efforts at self-reform, but by trusting God (Romans 1:16-17).

· We don’t become right with God by trying to make our lives right with Him. We become right with God the same way Abraham did: by trusting God (Romans 4). As we trust Jesus Christ, He nurtures a living relationship with us. He lives His holy life in us as we trust Him (Romans 5 – 8). 
All God’s promises, all His holiness, all His power flow through us and grow in us as we trust in Him. Righteousness from God is by faith from first to last…The righteous will live by faith (Romans 1:17, NIV).
Listen & sing:

By Faith in Jesus Christ 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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Breath of God
In both the Old Testament (Hebrew) and the New Testament (Greek), the word we translate as “spirit” also means “breath”. Every living being shares God’s breath in a physical sense. He is the source of all life. All life flows from Him. We breathe His breath. If He withholds it, we die (Psalm 104:29-30).
Our spiritual life is the same: we breathe His breath. His Spirit joins with our spirit as we allow Him…as we trust Him. We don’t become more Christ-like, more holy, more consistent, more adequate for life’s challenges by trying harder. Such personal efforts are useless and frustrating (Romans 7:7-25). God longs to share His own life, His own holiness, His own sufficiency with us. He longs to breathe His Spirit, His breath through us. We just have to trust Him, step by step, need by need.

Life in Christ, and Christ living within us, is beautiful and natural. Joy doesn’t need to be just a temporary emotion. It can flow from our relationship with Him. It can be as unchanging as He is. Life need not end with this physical body. If our life is His life, that life will go on forever.

Oneness with Jesus Christ is the great blessing of heaven. There it will be constant and complete. What a wonderful reality it will be! That oneness is also the greatest good of life here and now. Make it your greatest goal and deepest desire.
Listen & sing:

Breath of Life 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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Speaking and Listening
Father, I need Your Spirit living in me constantly.
We need Your Spirit in each of us, and among us.
But we hear Your warning:
Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God. (Ephesians 4:30, NIV)
Do not cause Him sorrow or pain.
And:
Do not put out the Spirit's fire. (1 Thessalonians 5:19, NIV)
Do not hinder His working among you.

Lord, how do I grieve You?
How do I cause You pain?
Ephesians says: 
Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body…Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God…Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. (4:25, 29-31, NIV)

I grieve You by what I say to my fellow believers.
I wound You with words spoken against
my brothers and sisters,
words that are careless, angry, hasty, and self-serving.
When I hurt any member of Your Body, You feel the pain. 

And how do I quench Your Spirit?
How do I hinder Your work?
In 1 Thessalonians Paul tells us:
Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. (5:19-22, NIV)
When I fail to listen when other believers speak,
When I turn them off without hearing them,
I may be ignoring You.
For Your words don't usually come to us
through a booming voice from heaven, or 
from strange men dressed in camel's hair.
But through ordinary human lips Your Spirit speaks
Your guidance, warning, comfort, and love.
Your precious wisdom is delivered by
Your children.

Savior, help me cherish Your presence
in each of my brothers and sisters.
As I speak to them,
may I always do so with the love I owe You.
As they speak to me,
let me listen from my heart and hear
Your voice, my loving Lord.
Listen & sing:

Do Not Grieve the Holy Spirit 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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One with Your Creator
If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV)

You have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. (Colossians 3:9-10, NIV)

Imagine being one with our Creator.

The relationship He intended is complete and constant.

His power has done all its work.

His wisdom has had its way.

His love is satisfied and smiling.

You and I are one with Him.

The glory of the Living Christ is shining from every corner of our being,

with no shadows and

no hidden places.

We are one with Jesus Christ.

We are all one with Him.

His beautiful creation is complete.

Be confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 1:6, NIV, adapted)
Listen & sing:

New in Christ 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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Praise
The more I know God, the more I realize that my response to Him is cold and inadequate. He is the Sovereign God, the Creator who overflows our sprawling universe, the One who holds insignificant me in His hand and in His heart, who constantly lavishes on me His attention and His most tender love and care, the One who poured Himself out and groaned and bled and died for me. Yet my response to Him is so occasional, so shallow, so distracted, so half-hearted.

I don’t necessarily want more emotion in my worship. I want to be more aware of God…to always be centered on Him…to have an open line of communication between us every moment…to trust Him simply and constantly.  I want to spend less time longing for what I don’t have and more time thanking and praising Him for all that He constantly gives me. I want a living praise, a continual response to His presence.
The Psalms prod me toward such praise:
Praise the Lord, O my soul; 

all my inmost being, praise his holy name. (103:1, NIV)

I will praise the Lord all my life;

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. (146:2, NIV)

I have no hope that I can give Almighty God adequate praise. But His Spirit is faithfully drawing me to Him. The closer I live to Him, the more natural and heartfelt praise becomes. Read Isaiah 6 and Revelation 5. Those who stand before God’s throne need no prodding to praise Him. How can they possibly do anything else?
That is my destiny. That is the destiny of all who trust Him. We will live in His immediate presence together, forever, responding to Who He is: 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb

be praise and honor and glory and power,

for ever and ever!”

(Revelation 5:13, NIV)
Listen & sing:

Psalm 148 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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Your Kingdom Come, Father!
The mall near our house isn’t doing well. As a business person myself, familiar with the pain of financial struggle, I empathize. It saddens me to see so many store spaces unrented and so many shops crammed with merchandise but empty of customers. The mall’s attractive façade puts on a smiling face, but its emptiness sings a mournful song of failure and loss.
But today, Father, You whisper to me that this is the story of all our world. Separated from You, separated from its Creator and His life, His wisdom, and His power, this world is bankrupt. It is doomed to struggle, emptiness, bitter disappointment, and utter failure.

But I hear new management is coming to the mall, and they have a vision. They have a plan, and they are working. They hope to transform this shell into a bustling, useful, successful shopping area. 

You are working as well, our Father. You have promised that You will transform our dying world into a new creation, overflowing with life, love, fulfillment, fruitfulness, and joy. We have seen You work before, and we know You always accomplish Your purpose.
Your Kingdom come, Father. Your Kingdom come!

Listen & sing:

Come, Our Lord! 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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Walk with Me
“Come, follow me.” (Mark 1:17, NIV)

I get overwhelmed with the world’s needs. Billions are dying of physical and spiritual hunger. Desperate problems surround me every day.
I ask God, “What should I do?” He answers: Walk with Me.

When I start over-organizing my life, He says: Walk with Me.
When I get too preoccupied with my work and ministry, He whispers: Walk with Me.
That was Jesus’ call to His first disciples. They learned to live and serve by being with Him, listening to Him, and obeying Him situation by situation.

Nothing has changed. Effective living and effective service still flow from walking with Him step-by-step.
Listen & sing:

We Fix Our Eyes on Jesus Christ 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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Spirit of Christ
from 1 Corinthians 2
When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power. (1 Corinthians 2:1-5, NIV)

Father, may my life and all that I do demonstrate, not me, but the inherent glory and beauty of Jesus Christ.

We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began.
As it is written:

“No eye has seen, 

no ear has heard,

no mind has conceived

what God has prepared for those who love him”--

But God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.

We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.
(1 Corinthians 2:6-7, 9-10, 12, NIV)

Father, Your wisdom! That is what we need! We need to understand You and Your purposes and the wonderful gifts You have already placed at our fingertips.

This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.

We have the mind of Christ.
(1 Corinthians 2:13, 16b, NIV)

Father, by Your Spirit, by Your Word, as we turn to You day by day, open to us the mind of Christ. We need His perspective, His wisdom, His love for the life and work You lay before us. Bless us each day the Spirit and mind of Christ.
Listen & sing:

Spirit of Christ 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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At Home with the Father
“If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” 
(John 14:23, NIV)

Earlier in this same chapter, in John 14:1-3, Jesus said that the Father’s house has many “dwelling places” and that He will come again and take us to live with Him forever.

But then He says, in v.23, above, that if we love the Father, He will love us and come to us and make His “dwelling place” with us here and now. It’s the same word for “dwelling place” in both verses.

Here in this world, God is glad to make His home with us, humble and human as we are. He knows us, flaw by flaw, yet He gladly joins His life to ours. We share His love…His peace…His joy. We breathe His breath. He lives in us, and we in Him. His holy life is a growing part of our own. 

Our togetherness has a beautiful beginning now and a glorious completion hereafter. Our satisfaction in God and our rest in Him are not limited by time or place. They are not just someday. They are here and now and forever as we simply trust Him.

Listen & sing:

Your Love, Holy Father 

[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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