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What Christ Restores
He made us like Himself.

He made us lords, to rule over creation.

He made our home a beautiful garden 

and filled it with all we could ever want or need.

He drew near to us.

He walked with us.

Life was beauty, abundance, wholeness, harmony, and peace.

We threw it all away.

We mistrusted Him. 

We looked past Him

and seized our own way.

We still do,


and every day we eat the bitter fruit of our fear and pride.

But our Father did not give up on us.

His love could not give up.

When the time was right,

He came to us,

all the way to us

in our weakness and death.

Christ is restoring to us all that He made.

He is restoring all that was lost,

down to the last detail.

His love will have the final word.

Listen & sing:

Before the Starry Universe
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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You Did It for Me
Matthew 25:31-46
The picture that Jesus paints is a sobering one. When He returns to earth in all His glory, He will gather before Him all our race. Then He will separate us. Some will be blessed and welcomed into a beautiful kingdom prepared for them by their loving Father (v.34). Others will be cursed and sent away from God into eternal fire, prepared for the devil and his angels (v.41). 
What will be the standard for this separation? Simply this: how we responded to Jesus Christ here in this life; specifically, how we treated Him when we met Him in the needy around us.
We will answer to Jesus face to face, with our hearts and lives laid bare. In that moment our acts and our omissions will be seen for what they are: our personal response to the living, ever-present Jesus Christ.

That moment is a certain future for each of us. How should we prepare? Surrounded by need, how can we live up to such a standard? What He wants for us is very simple: live in His presence now. Make Him the center of life now, as you will see Him to be in that moment. Your love for Him will grow. And as you love Him, you will love those that He loves. 
If we claim to love Him but live to please ourselves, ignoring the needs of His dear ones all around us, our love will be shown to be a lie. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? (1 John 3:17, NIV)
Lord Jesus, help us to see You in the faces of the needy all around us. As we love each little one, we are loving You. 
Listen & sing:

When I Face You, Lord
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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What Does Christ Think of Christmas?

As I face another Christmas, I brace myself for the rigorous schedule. I think of the huge investments of time and energy. I quietly wonder if, spiritually speaking, we're really getting our money's worth out of all this. What does Christ think of our Christmas celebrations anyway? How much of it is even pleasing to Him?

Remember that He is the One who saw straight through empty words and ceremony. He was absolutely ruthless toward such "praise." His quotation of Isaiah 29:13 still rings in my ears: 

These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me. 

They worship me in vain. (Matthew 15:8-9, NIV)

When the disciples were impressed by the beauty of the Temple, Jesus spoke God's displeasure and foretold its complete destruction. He was vehement as He condemned the Pharisees for their pomp and pride. They made a show of their religion while ignoring what matters most to God.

Instead, Jesus was impressed by the selfless, tenacious faith of the Syro-phoenician woman, by the quiet dedication of the widow giving her mite, by the desperately honest prayer, "God, have mercy on me, a sinner" (Luke 18:13).

He gently rebuked His good friend Martha for her well-intentioned busy-ness. Her sister, Mary, had chosen the only thing that was needed: to sit and quietly listen at the Lord's feet (Luke 10:38-42).

What would this Jesus think of our Christmas celebrations?

Or more properly, what would He think of my Christmas celebrations? All true worship takes place in the heart, so if true worship is lacking, the problem is in me.

In spite of all the "religious activity" that goes on, I've found that Christmas can be a barren time spiritually. Often little happens between God and me--little real celebration of what He has done, little true worship, little heart-to-heart with my Father. If nothing is happening in my heart, what good is any of the celebrating?

Our Lord, our Savior, we want to spend this Christmas with You, looking to You, worshiping You, and hearing Your voice.
Listen & sing:

Prepare Us
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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Peace
Christmas brings a promise of peace. Hear the prophecy of Isaiah:

“The wolf will live with the lamb…

The infant will play near the hole of the cobra…
They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord

as waters cover the sea.” (Isaiah 11:6, 8-9, NIV)

At the birth, hear the words of the angels:
“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace.” (Luke 2:14, NIV)

Peace is an absence of all conflict. But peace is not just an absence, it is a presence. Peace is harmony. Peace is complete well-being. It is wholeness and rightness. Peace is the reign of love.
Peace is Jesus. 

He himself is our peace. (Ephesians 2:14, NIV)
He will be called…Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his…peace there will be no end. (Isaiah 9:6-7, NIV)

The fruit of His presence is peace (Galatians 5:22). He brings peace to relationships. He brings peace with God our Father. He brings peace in the midst of all the pressures and troubles of this world.
Do not be anxious about anything, but…present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7, NIV)

Trusting Jesus brings peace. Seeking Him alone brings peace. This Christmas, receive the peace of Jesus.
Listen & sing:

Sweet Peace
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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Praise to You, Our Father!
Luke 1:46-55
As you read the above passage, called The Magnificat, hear the joy and praise in Mary’s words. She realized that the coming of Christ proved that God was faithful to all His promises. 
His coming shows that God is all He says He is and does all He says He will do. Praise to You, Father!
Christ’s coming displays our Father’s deep compassion on all our human weakness and need.

In Christ God pours out His grace on the unworthy and lavishes His mercy on we who don’t deserve it.

In the infant Jesus, the tenderness of our Father becomes flesh and blood. We can touch Him, and He touches us.
In Christ we see the power of our holy God to make us like Himself.

In Christ we sense God’s desire for intimate fellowship with us human creatures.

Father, in Jesus Christ we see You as You are! Praise to You! Praise and glory and thanks to You forever and ever!

Listen & sing:

My Soul Exalts You, Lord
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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Our King
David had been the most powerful, most commanding, most “successful” king Israel had ever had. And the Messiah was promised to be a glorious heir to David’s throne.
To us a child is born,

to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and peace

there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness

from that time on and forever. (Isaiah 9:6-7, NIV)

But Jesus arrived as the seemingly-illegitimate son of peasants, with a filthy stable for a nursery and a feeding trough His only cradle. He entered this world sharing the misery, the poverty, the shame, and the oppression of His people. 
Maybe that is how a king should come.

His riches would be the Spirit of Almighty God. His power would be the unrestrainable love of our Father Creator. His most sweeping victory would be His death, and His greatest gift to His people would be Himself. 

No wonder He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords! 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place

and gave him the name that is above every name,

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

(Philippians 2:9-11, NIV)
Listen & sing:

Infinite Lord
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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Mysterious Wonders
Imagine the mysterious wonders of that first Christmas night.

A world-changing event, foretold for centuries, was actually happening, and only a handful of the commonest people knew it.

God Himself was becoming flesh and blood, arriving as the most helpless of creatures: a human infant.

This child had been conceived by an infinite spirit being and a young virgin, probably a teenage girl.

Imagine what the shepherds saw and heard and felt. In the blackness of a silent night in the open fields, suddenly a blazing light, a stunning message, and a sky full of angels. 

But how would the shepherds recognize this “Savior…Christ the Lord”? What would make Him unique? It would be His shocking lowliness and poverty. They would find an infant, wrapped up like a newborn, lying in a feeding trough.
Imagine yourself a shepherd, on the ground, gazing out into the blackness, hearing only the night sounds.
Listen & sing:

The Shepherd’s Carol
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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Look Back
Have you ever done an “I remember when…” of your entire relationship with God? Try it. You’ll find it more fascinating than you can imagine. Get alone and recall to Him everything you remember about your relationship with Him. Speak it aloud. Don’t just think about it in general times. Say it. Start with, “Lord, I remember when I first became aware of You…”, then on to your conversion, through the ups and downs, to the present. Include the people, the joys, the struggles, the failures—everything.
As I reflect on my personal salvation history, I can’t get to the end before I am overcome by how patiently and tenderly He has carried me. I have sailed my whole life on a sea of mercy. Looking back, I see only His hand, moving, guiding, upholding, weaving His wonders in me and for me. His faithfulness has brought a consistency to my life that I could never give it.
I know once again that our Father does not cast off His children or reject us in disgust. He never has, and He never will. His persistent love is eager to forgive, restore, and bring new growth. He keeps calling us to look to Him in faith.

I see that my Father is forming His Son in me. Amazing, but He really is! Though I am painfully aware of my imperfections, I can taste the fruit of the Spirit in my life. The glory certainly goes to Him, not me.
All this will be only words until you see your God working in your life. When you do, you’ll know that God has always been with you. Then you can look ahead and know that He will always be with you.

His is with us now, right here, blessing, comforting, providing, and loving. Praise to You, Father! Praise to You, our wonderful Lord!

Listen & sing:

We Look Behind at All You’ve Done
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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