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6/3/2009
Our All-encompassing God 

No matter how we stretch, we cannot wrap our imaginations around Almighty God.
He is God our Father and Creator. The physical world is a picture of His generosity, His wisdom, and His unbounded power. The seasons and centuries sing His faithfulness. The heavens are a tiny window to the mystery and infinity of His being. Every moment, from birth to death, He wraps us in the light and texture of His love.

He is God the Son. He is all of God become completely human…just like us but without sin. He emptied Himself to become our Brother, our Savior, our Sacrifice, our Healer. He is the new Adam, inviting us to be born again into a whole new race of holy, glorified beings filled with His endless life.
He is God the Spirit. He is the breath of God within us. He is love, wisdom, and power uniting with who we are, giving us everything we need for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3, NIV).
Our imaginations cannot encompass the Almighty Triune God. But He encompasses us, body and soul, imagination and spirit, every breath and throughout eternity. Praise to our magnificent Lord!

Listen & sing:

You Are Almighty God
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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6/10/2009

Only a Seed
We dream of building empires. We like to think of ourselves as becoming strong oaks, lush and glorious in all our accomplishments. 

But we lose sight of our smallness. We are only one tiny part of a people that together—and only together—are a holy temple and a fruitful vine.

Each of our lives is only a seed. We plant it…water it…protect it…nurture it. We watch it ever so closely. And do you know what happens?

Nothing. Nothing happens…for a long time. 
But hidden in that seed is a mysterious, powerful, irrepressible life. And if we wait patiently, one day a tiny, tender sprout begins to push up through the earth. That sprout becomes a little stem, and after much more watering and tending and protecting, it produces flowers for all to see and smell. It gives delicious fruit to eat and enjoy.

But do you know what else it produces? More seeds! Our one seed is now hundreds, even thousands of seeds. And if those seeds fall to the ground and die, each of them bears flowers and fruit and gives more and more seeds. The entire earth could become a beautiful, fruitful garden from one seed.

Jesus Christ was one seed. Each of us is just one seed.

Listen & sing:

See the Seed of Faith
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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6/17/2009

Who’s in Your Boat?
When evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him.

A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” (Mark 4:35-41, NIV)

Some of the disciples were experienced fishermen. They felt the wind. They saw the waves. They sensed mortal danger, and they were frantic.

But in their fear, they had failed to consider one thing. They didn’t realize Who was in their boat.
The next time the winds rise and the waves pound and your world is rocking out of control, remember Who is in your boat. Your world is never out of His control. He’s never lost a passenger yet!

Listen & sing:

Everything’s All Right!
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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6/24/2009
The Circle of Love
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of your service, men will praise God for your obedience and generosity. (2 Corinthians 9:6-8, 10-13, NIV adapted)

All giving begins with God. He is the source of all good things. He is full and overflows in love to all He has created.
He gives to us and urges us to share His joy by giving to others. He frees us to give generously, promising that He will supply everything we need. 

When we give to others, they respond by giving thanks to God. They complete the circle of love that God began when He gave: God, to us, to others, and back to God. Everyone is enriched. Everyone experiences the joys of receiving and giving. We are drawn closer to God and to each other.

If we grow too fearful to take what God gives us and share it with others, we break the circle. Others are left in need, and we cause separation between each other and God.

God is offering us the joy of giving. Receive it! Be part of the circle of love!
Listen & sing:

The Circle of Love
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2009 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

7/1/2009
Let Your Love Burn in Me
I think of the love that burned in Your heart, Father. We were Your people. You had made us in Your likeness, yet we rejected You—not just once but repeatedly. But You didn’t reject us. Love burned in You, and for us You poured out the best You had: Your only Son, Jesus. You had lived with Him heart to heart, yet You gave Him up and destined Him for a horrible death. He begged You not to put Him through it, but You led Him into it anyway…all because You loved us.
We saw Your love in Jesus. Our neediness moved Him to deep compassion. He healed us, He fed us, He cast out our evil, He patiently taught us. He spoke to us personally and respectfully, to the highest and lowest among us. And when we became an angry mob screaming for His death, when we seized Him and put Him through unspeakable agonies, He quietly accepted it. With His final breaths He spoke Your forgiveness over us.
Father, I have been saved by Your love. Your Spirit now lives in my heart, drawing me to You and growing me toward You. 

Help me to burn more and more with Your love, Father. If I am called by Your name, if I am Your child, if I have Your Spirit, I should love like You love. I should love like Jesus loved. The people around me should know how loving You are by knowing me. 

Father, I come to You in the weakness of a child. Grow Your love in me. Touch others through me. As You lead and as I follow, love them through me in small and simple ways. Comfort them, encourage them, meet their needs, draw them to Yourself. Help them to know You care because I care. Set me on fire with Your love.
Listen & sing:

Kindle a Flame
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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7/8/2009
Holiness
Now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. (Romans 6:22, NIV)

At times "holiness" has seemed an unattractive word to me--rigid and unfriendly. Even since becoming a Christian, I've often been uncomfortable with it. I've feared that it would put me in a straitjacket, and be binding and restrictive. How could I ever be "holy" and still live freely and naturally? How could I ever relax and just be myself?

At times "holiness" has been a theological word. I've always believed God wants us to live a holy life and has truly made that life available to us. I can't read the New Testament and honestly believe anything else. But in other respects, when I've listened to theological teaching on the subject, then listened objectively to the Bible, I haven't heard them saying quite the same thing. "Holiness" has involved some theological struggles for me.
And at times "holiness" has been a frustrating word. Are any verses in the Bible more intimidating than these?
Just as he who called you is holy, 
so be holy in all you do; 
for it is written: 
"Be holy, because I am holy" (1 Peter 1:15-16, NIV).
Anyone who has tried to discipline himself or herself into practicing a consistently holy life has known plenty of frustration.

But "holiness" has changed for me over the years. I no longer feel it is frustrating, nor do I think of it in theological terms. As I've begun to know Christ more personally and enjoy His presence more moment by moment, as a living Friend, I find I don't want to interrupt that relationship. It means too much to me. And as I've experienced the difference He makes in my thoughts and how I live each day, I want to be led by Him and molded by Him 100 percent.
I like life better, and I like myself better, when He is shaping me.
In other words, holiness has become a living relationship with Jesus as a personal being. Holiness is the freedom, the wonderful possibility, of being guided and formed completely by Him. Do you know how exciting and satisfying that is after years of struggling with my own weakness?
I don't mean that I've attained perfection. The more I know Him, the more I realize I fall short. I still fail at times. But when I do, it's because I have not prayed to Him and depended on Him in that situation. When I don't look to Him, I grow self-centered, and my thoughts, words, and actions reflect that self-centeredness.
But forgiveness is immediately available. And when I trust Him, something happens. He interacts with me. He responds to me and helps me respond to Him. He changes my feelings and reactions toward Him and toward those around me.
That makes me love Him and trust Him and desire His constant working in me all the more. Our relationship keeps growing. Praise to You, Lord!
Listen & sing:

It’s a Gift
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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7/15/2009

Come to Me
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30, NIV)

What burdens you right now? Various situations and concerns probably start parading through your mind. Each involves uncertainty and fear. 
Fear creates an imaginary world for us—a world in which there is no God, with all His love and power and promised faithfulness. Don’t live another day in that dark world! Christ invites us to come to Him and know Him. As we do, fear and its imaginary world melt away in the light of His love.
But you may carry another burden that doesn’t immediately come to mind: the burden of self-concern. It’s the most constant, most distracting, most draining burden that any of us carries. It is the drive to constantly look out for ourselves and worry about ourselves and promote ourselves to those around us. 

It is another burden that melts away as we come to Christ and know and trust Him. We come to Christ with many burdens. We leave with only one: the burden of pleasing Him. But what an easy burden it is! All He asks is that we trust Him who has proven Himself trustworthy and love Him who is so loving and lovely. 

Bring all your burdens to Christ—now and every time they raise their heads. Trade them for His one burden: the burden of simply loving and trusting Him.

Listen & sing:

Come, My Friends!
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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7/22/2009
Our Deepest Daily Need
“Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, 

your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.”

(Matthew 6:9-12, NIV)

When I was younger, prayer was primarily telling God what I wanted. These opening petitions of the Lord’s Prayer were only an obligation. If reminded of them, I would force myself to think of a few things for which to thank God, then I’d hurry into my concerns. “God, I need this, and this…and I need them RIGHT NOW!” My prayers were driven by the same self-centered anxiety that ruled my life.

But as I’ve gotten older, I’ve begun to realize that my daily needs come and go. God always meets them, one way or another. He is so faithful! What I really need is to start each and every day with God’s perspective. I need to realign my heart and mind with His purposes. I need to re-center myself on Him. The pressures of the day so easily knock me out of focus. The Lord’s Prayer provides a daily refocus, a tune-up, a renewed hope and vision. It’s like a morning shower, natural and refreshing.

God’s great blessing is not giving us what we want, catering to our selfishness, ignorance, and short-sightedness. His blessing is to help us want only what He wants, knowing that He will gladly give it. That is the secret of prayer. He doesn’t so much change reality to fit our desires. He changes our desires to fit His reality. He nurtures within us a hunger for His glory, His Kingdom, and His will. 
Listen & sing:

Father, Your Name
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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7/29/2009
Our Daily Bread
“Give us today our daily bread.” 

(Matthew 6:11, NIV)
When the people of Israel were traveling through a vast desert and were hungry, God gave them “daily bread” (Exodus 16:11-31). It was a flake-like substance called manna. Each morning they had to gather a supply for that one day. If they tried to keep enough for the next day, it rotted. But on the day before the Sabbath, they were to gather enough for two days. God didn’t want them to have to work on the Sabbath. 

Manna was a daily provision, sufficient for any need but impossible to hoard. God could have provided for their hunger any way He chose. Why would He choose this way? He was teaching them to depend on Him every day, one day at a time (see Deuteronomy 8:3).

Give us today our daily bread. Out of the entire Lord’s Prayer, only this one petition covers the wants that normally fill our prayers. Doesn’t this “one wish” seem small and unsatisfying? After all, most of us aren’t worried about starving, at least not today.

We want more. We want enough to feel secure. We want enough to relax a little in what we have. God wants the opposite. He wants to keep us resting in Him alone. He will not grant His children any security outside of Himself.
Why? He knows that a constant, close relationship with Him is the key to our happiness and well-being. Daily dependence teaches and forms that relationship. None of us ever graduate from His school of dependence. He will not let you hoard everything you need, and you cannot see the future. Any security you think you’ve grasped is only an illusion. He will always and forever be your only security and your only supply. Even in the wealth and abundance of heaven, He himself will be the only source of every blessing.
Listen & sing:

Our Daily Bread
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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8/5/2009

Forgiveness
“Forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.”
(Matthew 6:12, NIV)

If you wrote down a list of your most pressing needs, what would it include?
Notice that in the Lord’s Prayer when Jesus taught us to pray daily about our needs, two of the three petitions concern evil in our lives. He understood what was truly important in life, and He said that sin should be one of our chief daily concerns. Thus this fifth petition seeks forgiveness for the wrongs we’ve committed.

Remember that the Lord’s Prayer teaches us how to relate to a loving God who is always with us. We are weak creatures, unstable and inconsistent. If we are to maintain a healthy, intimate, unbroken relationship with a holy God, a time of confession and forgiveness is essential. This is true no matter what our theology and no matter what our definition of sin.
We fail to trust Him, and thus we hinder His working in our lives. We fail to act in love. Without even thinking about it, we revert to our selfish thoughts and selfish ways. We need His forgiveness. We need His daily renewal.

The wonder is this: if we turn to God openly, in simple trust, not even our sins need keep us apart from Him. He invites us to come to Him in daily confession, assured that His boundless love will gladly and freely forgive us.

Listen & sing:

Song of Confession
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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8/12/2009
Deliver Us from Evil
“Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.”
(Matthew 6:13, NIV)

In the Lord’s Prayer, after we ask God to forgive our wrongs, we ask Him to help us avoid them in the future.

Without God’s grace, sin is a debt we cannot pay and a trap we cannot avoid. We are opposed and surrounded by spiritual forces much stronger than us. We are weak, and our enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8, NIV).

But the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4, NIV). Deliverance is always available as we trust our Heavenly Father who is always able, always with us, always in us. That is the beautiful assurance of the Lord’s Prayer. 

In spite of all our weakness, we can live in constant, close fellowship with a holy God. Christ has fully provided us with that amazing privilege by His forgiveness and His Spirit within.

What hinders us? We get our eyes off God and onto lesser things. We forget that our greatest need is not comfort or respect or any of the physical necessities of life. Our greatest need is our own weakness. Our greatest need is the sin, the faithlessness, the lovelessness that plagues our lives and our hearts. We forget that without God’s grace, sin is a debt we cannot pay and a trap we cannot avoid. 

But by simple trust in Jesus Christ, we have everything we need for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3, NIV).
Listen & sing:

Keep Us From All Evil
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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8/19/2009
You Alone
My soul finds rest in God alone.
(Psalm 62:1, NIV)

God, You are the only certainty in my life.

You are the only leadership I can trust.

You are my only lasting comfort.

You are my only forever companion.

You alone are my confidence. 

You make me adequate. 

You make me complete.

You are the only good and worthy thing about me.

You alone are truth, my Lord God. 

You alone are reality.

You are as I will be. That’s a miracle worth waiting for!

I will wait for You, Lord. 

I worship You and love You and rely on You alone.

Listen & sing

The Only Good Is Jesus
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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8/26/2009
I Want to Know You
I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of

knowing Christ Jesus My Lord.
(Philippians 3:8, NIV)

My life is crowded with so many desires, so many goals, so many questions. But Jesus, I’m realizing that I truly want only one thing:
I want to know You.
All my ambitions and drives, my goals and dreams of glory, my preoccupation with my own comfort, I give them to You, Lord. I release them and cut the cord. Nothing else is worth holding onto. Nothing else is worth craving.

I want to know You.
My thoughts go to the future, my Lord, and I know more storms are coming. What troubles are waiting? What does it matter? Whatever troubles come, they will bring new discoveries about You. They will bring a deeper, more personal knowledge of You, and a stronger faith that sees You more constantly and clearly.
I want to know You.
My heart leaps at the possibility of being found always and entirely in You, with the baggage of self-interest forever buried and gone. Praise to You, my God! What a wonderful redemption that will be! My faith comes alive, knowing it will be. It is coming. You are doing it, and You always finish what You start. I know You now, Jesus, by Your goodness, and then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known (1 Corinthians 13:12, NIV).

Thank You, my Lord! Fill my heart now with the desire that will delight me throughout eternity:

I want to know You. I want to know You, my Lord.
Listen & sing:

Lord, Life Becomes More Simple
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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