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1/7/2009
Empty
We often picture the earthly Jesus as a kind of superman, with unlimited power flowing from His fingertips. But listen to what the Bible says about Him:

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but empted Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant. (Philippians 2:5-7, NASB).

Listen to what Jesus says about Himself:

“I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does…By myself I can do nothing.” (John 5:19, 30, NIV)

“These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.” (John 14:24, NIV)
It wasn’t Jesus’ own power that made Him what He was. He had emptied Himself of all His power and glory. Jesus made Himself dependent on His Father, constantly and completely, for every word and every action. When He spoke or acted, it was at His Father’s will and by His Father’s direct provision. 

Jesus was what He was by faith. His strength lay not in unique abilities but in His relationship with the Father. He was the embodiment of the Father’s will for us expressed in 2 Corinthians 12:9,

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (NIV)

Jesus made himself an open vessel for the Father, holy and yielded. His weakness was His great strength. His emptiness was the secret to His constant sufficiency. His power was His complete and constant dependence on the Father.
Jesus wants to share that relationship with us. He wants us to have the same relationship with the Father that He enjoys. He longs for us to participate in the deep love that flows unhindered among the Father, Son, and Spirit:

“I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him…We will come to him and make our home with him.” (John 14:20-21, 23, NIV)

Study the life of Jesus. As you see how He lived, all through faith, the hunger will grow in you to share His beautiful, simple relationship with the Father. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit all deeply desire to share that relationship with you.

Listen & sing:

Each Moment by Faith
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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1/14/2009

One with Christ
God’s goal and desire is to make us one with Himself. Each of us. All of us. That has always been His amazing purpose. 

But for many believers, Jesus is like an unnoticed guest, shut up in some little-visited closet in a corner of their house. He has been there since they believed in Him and received Him. He longs to make Himself known to them, to be one with them in their daily lives and share in all their interests. But He will not force Himself on anyone. They walk through their lives unaware of their Guest, ignorant of their marvelous privileges. They come and go, lay their plans, make their decisions, pursue their joys here and there, long for peace, stumble through relationships, and inwardly mourn their unsatisfying lives, all with little reference to Him. 
Believer, hear this beautiful, life-changing truth: the Lord is with you! The Lord is in you! Throw open every door to Him. Make Him the center of every part of your life. Talk to Him. Thank Him. Consult Him. Trust Him. Lean on Him. Get to know Him.
But this picture of Jesus as a guest doesn’t fully express the reality. He longs to join His innermost life—His very breath—to our innermost life, to the essence of who we are. Through a living relationship, built on trust, He will come more and more into real union with us. His will becomes our will. His actions become our actions. His love, His passion, His holiness become increasingly ours—not in theory, not in ecstatic emotion, not someday and far away—but now, in living, daily reality. 

Like every part of salvation, this happens by God’s love, through simple faith. It comes by turning to Him and trusting Him, one step at a time. 

Listen & sing:

One in Purpose, One in Passion
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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[Inspired by chap. 17 of THE CHRISTIAN’S SECRET OF A HAPPY LIFE, by Hannah Whitall Smith, 1875]
1/21/2009
People of God
So you sing well…or teach well…or are good with children. Your abilities are helpful to the Church. They are good tools, and you know how to use them.

If you were having a house built, would it be enough that the contractor had good tools and knew how to use them?

Or would you also want a builder with dedication to the task, who put you first, not some selfish agenda? A person with attention to detail, who didn't cut corners, who was willing to put in the time and effort to make the job right. A person who approached the project with love and enthusiasm, not obligation.

God is building a temple, a holy people. He is looking for fellow workers--workers with the heart of a servant, dedicated to His agenda. Workers with attention to detail, willing to put in the time and effort to do the job right, no matter what. Workers who approach His task with love and enthusiasm. 

Remember, in God's service each song is more than a song. Each detail is a part of His plan of salvation. His desire is to save every lost and dying person, and He is calling us to be His fellow workers (1 Corinthians 3:9). He is calling us to be His people.
Listen & sing:

We Will Be Your People
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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1/28/2009

The Word of God
You are sure to have a Bible at hand. Pick it up. Do you know what a treasure You are holding?

God’s Word is creative, bringing life and beauty out of nothing (Genesis 1).

God’s Word is perfect, pure, and more precious than gold (Psalm 19).

God’s Word is unimaginably powerful:

The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 

the God of glory thunders…

The voice of the Lord is powerful;

the voice of the Lord is majestic…

and in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
(Psalm 29:3-4, 9, NIV)
God’s Word will be creative, life-giving, precious, and powerful within you as You read it and trust it.

For thousands of years people have argued about the Bible’s accuracy. Its teachings clash with our desires. Its wisdom challenges our understandings. Its principles seem to conflict with science’s latest version of the truth.

But as every other source of “truth” quickly goes out-of-date, God’s Word continues to speak. Person after person, generation after generation finds it beautiful, pure, life-giving, and consistently, completely reliable. They find it true and satisfying mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. As on the first day of creation, when God speaks, our world is filled with light.
Treasure God’s Word. Treasure it enough to read it, trust it, share it, and live by it.

Listen & sing:

The Word of the Lord
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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2/4/2009

Grace and Truth
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:14, 16-17, NIV)

Grace and truth: what a beautiful summary of the life of Jesus! The law had given us only rules—rules we were helpless to obey. Grace and truth are ours through Jesus Christ.

Grace
God always, always works for our very best, even though we do all we can not to deserve it. His attitude toward us is nothing but love, constantly reaching to bless us. Even when we aggressively ignore Him, His attitude is grace: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11, NIV)

Jesus Christ shows God’s heart toward us. He is loving, merciful, and forgiving in every circumstance. While being tortured on the cross, in incredible agony, He reached out to bless His tormentors: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34, NIV). That same grace daily seeks to help each one of us.
Truth
In a world of deception and ignorance, Jesus’ life and words were pure truth. He spoke the truth, even when it meant being confrontive and unpopular. He lived the truth. He was the truth—the fullness of the complete and holy God in human form.

Jesus has brought this grace and truth to your life and my life. In our dark world we can know the truth. In this life of weakness and failure we can live the truth. And from the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another (John 1:16, NIV). Praise to You, Jesus, God of truth and grace!

Listen & sing:

Jesus, Full of Truth and Grace
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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2/11/2009
I Thank God for You
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy…being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

It is right for me to feel this way…since I have you in my heart…All of you share in God’s grace with me. God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:3-11, NIV) 

Try it. Begin praying for people you know: your family, your friends, those who serve with you at church. Thank God for them. Specifically mention their good qualities. Verbalize what God is doing in and through their lives.

As you do, you’ll find your affection for them immeasurably deepened. You’ll appreciate them in a way you never have before. 

But further, you’ll see God forming himself in them. What an incredibly exciting process! Even their annoying qualities will begin to appear as seeds, as promises of virtues not yet fully formed.

Prayer helps us see others through the eyes of Jesus Christ.

Listen & sing:

I Thank the Lord for You
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]

© 1993, 2001 Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com 

2/18/2009

Ashes to Ashes

We do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. (2 Corinthians 4:16, NIV)

We’re all engaged in a battle to keep our bodies healthy and attractive. It’s a worthy effort.

But it’s a battle we will lose. Our bodies will decay and die. It’s happening right now.

On the other hand, that inner core of your life, that relationship with God, that inner life you share with Him, can grow more and more healthy as time goes by, no matter what happens to your body. That’s where your future lies. That’s where you should invest your effort.

Jesus, I look forward to ever-increasing health in You.

Listen & sing:

Ashes to Ashes
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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2/25/2009

Have Mercy
I lift up my eyes to you,

to you whose throne is in heaven.

As the eyes of slaves look to the hand of their master,

as the eyes of a maid look to the hand of her mistress,

so our eyes look to the Lord our God,

till he shows us his mercy.

Have mercy on us, O Lord,

have mercy on us. (Psalm 123:1-3a, NIV)

Father God, our lives are plagued by trouble.

We are showered with the violence and arrogance all around us.

We are humbled by the selfishness and complacency of our own hearts.

Have mercy on us.
Our wives, our husbands, our children are in need.

Our communities are row after row of houses 
filled with broken families and hurting people.

Many are desperate, plummeting through despair.

Our work places are dark,
crying out for the light of Your guidance and hope and love.
Father, we lift our eyes to You

and wait.

Our hope is You alone.
Listen & sing:

Have Mercy
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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3/4/2009
A Fascinating Person

We hear about Jesus in church all the time. But have you ever been curious about Him yourself? Have you ever wanted to know more about Him? Just get a Bible and read one of the gospels, start to finish. 
You'll find Jesus a truly unique, fascinating individual. He was always His own person, but in an unselfconscious way. Talk about "marching to the beat of a different drummer," He lived with an open line to God His Father. Jesus listened to Him and talked to Him freely. He loved Him and lived to please Him. He only said what the Father told Him to say, only did what the Father led and enabled Him to do. Jesus made himself totally dependent on His Father. He trusted Him completely and constantly.

As a result, He was amazing. He was radical. He was confrontive and fearless. He was natural. He was gentle.

He taught grand truths by telling stories--simple stories drawn from common, everyday life. 

The needs of people moved Him to compassion. And when He was moved, He always did something to meet the need. He taught. He healed. He fed. He gave of himself and whatever He had.

His ministry lasted only three short years. There was so much to do, and he was always active, always about His Father's work. Yet He never seemed hurried or tense. I guess that's one of the things I admire most about Him. While He was singleminded and focused, He never bristled at interruptions. He was always open to people and their concerns. 

Jesus came to show us what God our Father is like and how He feels about us. The picture is a beautiful one.

Discover this fascinating Person for yourself. 

Discover what He has to do with you and your life. 

Discover God as you've never seen Him before.

Discover

Jesus.
Listen & sing:

Discover Jesus Christ
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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3/11/2009
Here Is My Servant
700 years before the coming of Christ, this is how God described Him. What a beautiful, accurate picture of the Jesus Christ we know! This is the way Jesus does His work, both in our world and in our individual hearts.

God says, “Look, here is my servant!
See the One I have chosen!

This is the One in whom I delight.

I will equip Him with my own Spirit,

and He will bring My justice to all the nations.

He won’t act like other conquerors.

He won’t raise His voice or

call attention to Himself or

rally an army in the streets.

He will be so gentle that He wouldn’t tear a bent blade of grass or 

snuff out a smoldering candle.

Yet He will not falter and

He will not fail and

He will not grow discouraged

till He has established My justice throughout all peoples.

The farthest corners of the earth

will put their hope in Him.”

(Isaiah 42:1-4, paraphrase)

Listen & sing:

See the Servant
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]

© 2006 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com 
3/18/2009
When I Met Jesus
As I read the gospels and watch individuals interact with Jesus, I see myself.
I was the foreign woman, an outsider and totally unworthy of Him. I had no right to even approach Him, but I had nowhere else to turn. What could I do? So I ran to Him and just fell at His feet and begged. He looked into my face, smiled, and took away my need completely. (Mark 7:24-30)
I was the leper who cried out to Jesus from a distance, “Have pity on me!” And He did! He certainly did! Now I am well and whole, and I have friends and family again. I have a beautiful, brand-new life, all because of Him! (Luke 17:12-19)
I was blind and in a pit of despair. One day, sitting there in my darkness, I heard that Jesus was nearby. I cried out to Him, hoping He would hear, “Jesus, have mercy on me! Have mercy on me!” They tried to silence me, but I knew this was my last chance. I kept screaming, “Jesus, Jesus, have mercy on me!” And do you know what He did? He stopped and called me over to Himself. He touched me, healed me, and now I can see! I can see! (Mark 10:46-52)

I was the woman at the well. No matter who was around, I felt so alone. I was trapped by my weaknesses and disgraced by my own choices. But Jesus came to me and talked to me, so patiently, respectfully, and kindly. Now I am a different person, just because I met Him. How I love Him! (John 4)

Listen & sing:

I Was the One
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]

© 2009 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com 
3/25/2009

The Anointing
Mark 14:3-9

Nard was a favorite perfume of the time, extremely expensive. It was imported from India in sealed alabaster containers that were opened only on very special occasions.

Imagine taking your most precious possession--worth a year's salary--and pouring it out in a moment of time. The treasure is expendable and irrecoverable. When it's gone, it's gone. Imagine the overwhelming love and gratitude that would motivate you to do this.

Think what this woman's act must have meant to Jesus. He was about to die in excruciating pain and public humiliation, condemned by a jeering crowd. A close friend would betray Him. All His followers would abandon Him.

But now, in the face of all this, one woman poured herself out to Him in a single act of lavish, unselfish love. How moved and refreshed He must have been!

The critics were insensitive to what had happened. They didn't see love, though they masked their response in concern for the poor. They saw only materialism. 

Money and material goods are not at the center of life. They are not at the center of the church. Love is at the very heart of God. God is love. He calls us to be love as well. 

Jesus, You have done more for me than I can ever express or repay. Help me to be more lavish and less calculating, less selfish in my love for You. 
Listen & sing:

I Love You, Jesus, Savior, Lord
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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4/1/2009

Crucifixion
Some early historians credited the Persians with the first use of crucifixion, while others said it was a cruel practice the Romans picked up from various barbarous peoples they had conquered. The Greeks had used it--Alexander the Great crucified 2,000 people after the siege of Tyre. 

The Romans originally considered it a slave's punishment. It was later extended to foreigners and robbers and those convicted of treason.

Crucifixion was designed to subject the victim to the greatest possible humiliation. For that reason corpses were sometimes crucified.

Some form of torture customarily preceded crucifixion, such as flogging, in order to start the blood flowing. The victim often had to carry his own crossbeam to the place of execution, which was intentionally very public. He was most often tied to the cross, sometimes nailed. Stretched and immobilized, the victim could find no relief from searing pain. Movement was excruciating. Not moving was torture. The suffering was intense and protracted. Death rarely came sooner than 36 hours (thus Pilate's surprise when Jesus was dead in only a few hours--another sign that Jesus had given up His own life). The final cause of death is uncertain, but gradual suffocation resulting from fatigue is most likely.

In 1968, the first skeleton identifiable as a victim of crucifixion was unearthed in Jerusalem. The two heel bones were still fastened together by a single iron nail.

Listen & sing:

See What Love Has Done
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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4/8/2009
The Meaning of the Resurrection
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes. (Job 19:25-27, NIV)

Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep…For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

(1 Corinthians 15:20-22, NIV)

Because I live, you also will live. (John 14:19, NIV)
Someone may ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed. 

So it will be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will all be changed. 

When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory”. “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore my brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:35, 37, 42-44, 51-52, 54-55, 57-58, NIV)

If we simply trust Christ, death is no longer our destination. Jesus Christ has risen from the dead, and we are following where He is leading: into new life, with new bodies, in the very presence of the Father, permeated with the eternal glory of a holy God.

This new life has already begun. The fellowship you now enjoy with the Living Christ will go on unbroken forever. You are in His presence, and You will walk with Him throughout eternity. We are right now growing into “all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:19). He has already begun doing within us “immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine” (3:20).

For the believer, the truth is beautiful. Reality is wonderful beyond description. Praise Him! Rejoice in His goodness and His love! Every day is Easter for the child of God.

Listen & sing:

Christ Is Alive! We Live in Him!
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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4/15/2009
Jesus, My Power and Wisdom
For all whom God has called,

Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.

He is our righteousness,

our holiness,

and our redemption.

Therefore, “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”
(1 Corinthians 1:24, 30-31, paraphrase)
Jesus, today

You are my power.

I rest in Your doing.

I move every moment

in Your enabling.

Jesus, 

You are my wisdom.

I pray for Your mind.

I listen.

Jesus, 

You are my holiness.

I rejoice in You in me.

I quiet my planning

and relax in Your Spirit.

Jesus, today 

my work will be to trust You.

Glorify yourself through me today.

Listen & sing:

Lord Jesus, Living Presence
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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4/22/2009
In Christ
To me, to live is Christ. (Philippians 1:21, NIV)

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3:1-3, NIV)

Salvation is not so much what Christ does as what He is. All the blessings that come to us through Christ--love, peace, joy, and more--are His own personal characteristics. They do not come to us as a “something”, wrapped up and handed to us. They come as He comes to us and unites His Spirit with ours. They come in Him. 

There is a living union with Christ that can best be described as being in Him. It is a union that began in the heart of our Father before the foundation of the world.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing.
He chose us in Christ before foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before Him.
In Him we have redemption through his blood.

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance.

In him you…were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.

(Ephesians 1:3, 4, 7, 11, 13 NRSV)

In Christ the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him. (Colossians 2:9-10, NRSV)

Like all the blessings of salvation, living in Christ comes to us by grace, through faith (Ephesians 2:8). Our union with Him is a living, ongoing relationship of trust. We are one with Him as we trust Him. It’s that simple.

Brother or sister in Christ, share with me this one deep longing and constant goal: to live every moment in Christ, trusting Him, now and forever.

Listen & sing:

I’m in You
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]

© 2005, 2009 Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com 

4/29/2009

The Good Shepherd
John 10:1-18

Good Shepherd,

lead me through this day.

Call me by name,

and help me hear Your voice in my heart.

May I follow no voice but Yours.

Lead me out, Lord.

Always go with me and before me.

Lead me to Your provision for today:

Your bread,

Your work,

Your rest.

Good Shepherd,

You are the door.

Through You I enter into life.

You are always standing in front of me,

protecting me from the Evil One.

Good Shepherd,

You lay down Your life for me.

I am Your own.
The same knowing that binds You to Your Father

now binds me to You.

You are love.

Speak, Lord.

My heart is listening.

Listen & sing:

Good Shepherd
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]

© 2009 Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com 

5/6/2009
A Mother’s Love
Proverbs 31:10-31
Our Creator shows His love for us most clearly and completely through Jesus Christ:

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being. (Hebrews 1:1-3, NIV)

But the Creator also shows His love for us through all He has made. Mothers are certainly one of His most beautiful and most tender creations. His life comes to us, then is sustained in us, by a human mother’s love.
Mother is our entrance into this life, our cradle, our comfort, our care-giver, our blanket of love, and our protection in the most helpless stage of our lives. No wonder God uses the warm image of a mother’s love to express His own compassionate, unselfish, all-encompassing care for us:

As a mother comforts her child,

so I will comfort you. (Isaiah 66:13, NRSV)

Can a mother forget her nursing child,

or show no compassion for the child of her womb?

Even these may forget,

yet I will not forget you.

See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands. 
(Isaiah 49:15-16a, NRSV)

Because mothers play a special part in His care for us, He bestows special honors on the faithful mother. She has expressed His love in a most compelling way. Read Proverbs 31:10-31.
Thank You, Lord, for the precious gift of our mother! Help us to express our deep gratitude to her and to You, now and all year long.
Listen & sing:

Far Above Riches
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]

© 2009 Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com 

5/13/2009
Accept One Another
Accept one another…just as Christ accepted you. (Romans 15:7, NIV)

I was at a Christian music conference. With the variety of performers, approaches, and styles that were there, I found myself growing critical.

God checked me. He pointed out that He himself had shown His grace and mercy to each of them, just as to me. He reminded me that each of them needed His continuing grace, mercy, and guidance just as much as I did.

Lord, those who have trusted You come in every personality and level of maturity. Help me to see each of them as one who has received Your grace and who needs Your grace. I turn away from the sin of judging my dear brothers and sisters. Help me to love and accept them just as You, Jesus, have loved and accepted them.

Listen & sing:

Love One Another
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]

© 2001 Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com 

5/20/2009

Jesus Walks Among Us
I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me…and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in the furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters…His face was like the sun shining in its brilliance.

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” 

(Revelation 1:12-18, NIV)

This is John’s vision of the Christ that walks among us now. He is not the Galilean carpenter, but the risen, ascended, glorified Christ in all His splendor. 

His eyes are like blazing fire. He sees reality. He sees everything as it truly is: this world…the Church…our lives and hearts. 

His voice is like the roar of a mighty waterfall. He speaks from absolute authority and wisdom. He speaks from pure love. 

He is walking among us. He sees. He is speaking. Father, help us to turn to Him often, listen, and obey.
Listen & sing:

The Glorified Christ
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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The Gift of God’s Spirit
Acts 2
Jesus spent many of His precious final hours here on earth teaching His disciples about the coming of His Holy Spirit. And looking at the early Church through the book of Acts, one can understand why. The gift of God’s indwelling Spirit changed the Church from timid, self-centered individuals to a bold and loving body of disciples. They left their fearful hiding and became effective witnesses to the Living Christ.

As we trust Him, God’s Spirit becomes one with our spirit, planting within us His life, His love, His power, His holiness, and the inexpressible loveliness of His presence. 
Look at the difference this Gift has made in our world, in the Church, and in our lives. Then ask yourself what untapped potential is still there. How could God’s Spirit glorify the Living Christ through us if we trusted Him more simply and constantly? How would He transform us if we focused our desires on hearing and following Him? Where would He lead us? How would He use us? 

What beautiful oneness would we enjoy if each of us only wanted what He wants?

Listen & sing:

Pentecost Hymn
[To listen, click the title above, 

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column]
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