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As we begin looking at our magnificent, transcendent God, I am reflecting on how He 
has patiently drawn me toward Himself. Here is the last of four major turning points. 
 
On February 20, 2015, our thirty-eight-year-old son, David, took his own life. I will not 
recount the shock and trauma and the depths of grief that have gripped our lives in the 
aftermath. But within months, I began trying to process my struggle the way I had 
always processed my struggles: by writing about them. But as I wrote about my grief, I 
found myself overwhelmed. The river of sorrow that normally flows quietly within me 
would overflow and flood my heart. Writing about my grief proved counterproductive. It 
dragged me down. It only made my grief worse. 
 
The Lord then told me that instead of focusing on my grief, I should focus on my joy in 
Him. Instead of dwelling on my loss, I should dwell on all that is mine in Him – 
permanently, completely, joyfully, irrevocably. I should fix my eyes on Him. He is the joy 
that never changes.  
 
Each day as I began to pray “Our Father in heaven,” I found myself hungry to see Him 
and know Him again. I needed to fix my eyes on Him again. I craved it the way I crave a 
refreshing morning shower. Only by refocusing on Him could I regain a true perspective. 
Only by seeing Him could I see everything else clearly (Psalm 36:9).  
 
Over the years I have become increasingly aware that being a Christian is not obeying a 
set of rules. It is living as Jesus lived: in loving, wholehearted response to the Father. 
Our son’s death brought this need into focus. As I remember who God is, I remember 
who I am. Only then can I live in response to Him – simply and naturally, in humility, 
trust, and joy. Only then can I live in that ongoing connection with Him that Jesus 
enjoyed, and that I deeply desire more than anything else in heaven or earth. 
 
Each and every day I want to walk in the full light of all He is. Each and every day I need 
to connect with the Transcendent God. 
 
That is why all the reflections that follow were written. I want to draw you and myself to 
the Magnificent God who longs for us to know Him, love Him, trust Him completely, and 
walk in Him forever. 
 

Listen and sing: 
Hymn: We Need You, Holy God 
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