
Our Confidence 
John 5:19, 30; 13:20 

 
 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it 
is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these 
things the Son also does in like manner. 
 
“I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, 
because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” (John 5:19, 
30, NASB) 

 
“He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. 
 
“He who receives me receives Him who sent Me.” (John 5:23; 13:20, NASB) 

 
When Jesus faced hostility during His earthly ministry,  
His confidence was always this:  

He was simply representing the Father who sent Him. 
He only said what the Father told Him to say, and 

only did what the Father showed Him to do. 
He was careful to speak and act only in the Father’s authority. 
Thus as people either  

received Jesus or  
rejected Him, 

they were receiving or rejecting the Father. 
 
As His disciples were about to face a hostile world  

without Jesus’ physical presence, 
He passed along this same truth to them. 
Just as Jesus’ confidence in every situation had been 

His trusting, obedient relationship with His Father, 
so His disciples’ confidence would be  

their relationship with Jesus.  
That relationship would be their adequacy for their mission. 
As they said what Jesus gave them to say and 

did what Jesus showed them to do, 
they could face any opposition and any challenge  

with bold confidence. 
Their preparation for ministry was this: 

their intimate binding to Jesus Christ and 
their complete dependence on Him. 

 
The same is true for each of us. 
Our preparation for life and for service is 

our trust in Jesus, 



our obedience to Him, 
our dependence on Him, and 
our moment-by-moment relationship with Him. 

 
 

Listen & Sing: “Lord Jesus, Living Presence” 
Visit: www.LNWhymns.com/LordJesusLivingPresence 
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