
Fruitful Living 

Read Matthew 7:15-20; 12:33-35; John 15:9-17 
 

 
Our Father is like any other vinedresser: he wants fruit from His vine. What fruit does 
God want from you? 
 
As you live in the Vine, Jesus Christ, His Spirit lives in you. As you are led by the Spirit 
of Christ, you think and speak and live like Christ. You bear the same fruit that the 
Father prized so highly from Jesus Christ. 
 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5:22-23, NASB). 

 
Read Matthew 7:15-20 and 12:33-35. A good tree produces good fruit. As you remain 
as a branch in Jesus Christ, His Spirit will grow His character in your life. 
 
Notice what is listed first among the fruits of the Spirit of Christ: The fruit of the Spirit is 
love (Galatians 5:22, NASB). As Jesus taught His disciples for the final time before His 
crucifixion, notice what He repeatedly emphasized: 
 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one another (John 13:34-35, NASB) 
 
This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you 
(John 15:12, NASB) 
 
This I command you, that you love one another (John 15:17, NASB). 

 
The Spirit of Christ unites us with the Father, Son, and Spirit. We grow to breathe the 
love and unity that makes them one. We love as the Father loves the Son. We love as 
the Son loves the Father and freely, joyfully, completely submits to Him. 
 
As we share life and love with the Father, Son, and Spirit, we grow to love as they love. 
I am finding this true in my own experience. I feel disinclined to talk badly about a 
person my Father loves. As I love Him, how can I not love someone who is so dear to 
Him? By my words or deeds, how can I hurt one about whom He cares so deeply? 
 
This love, the love of Christ, is one of the precious fruits that grow in us as we abide in 
the Vine. 

 
 

Listen & Sing: I Look to You, and You Are Love (from LNWhymns.com) 
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